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By ROBERT N. OERTER, Jr. 


= BELOVED, we are assembled here in the 
presence of God, to join this man and this woman 
in holy marriage; which is instituted of God, 
regulated by His commandments, blessed by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to be held in honor among 
all men. Let us therefore . . 

With these words or similar introduction the 
marriage service begins, and a man and woman 
stand expectantly on the threshold of a new ex- 
perience—a new relationship which offers the deep- 
est human challenge in mutual living. No other 
human relationship is so demanding and so reward- 
ing, gives so much and requires so much, as does 
marriage. 

What will be the actual experience of these young 
people? Will their relationship be deep, penetrat- 
ing, rewarding? Will they indeed enjoy the loveliest 
possible relationship? Will they be able to love 
and fulfill each other? Well aware of the tragic 
frequency of broken marriages, well aware of the 
devastating mediocrity of many marriages, the 
Christian dares to affirm that this couple may now 
enter a relationship that is excitingly good, incom- 
parably satisfying. 

We make no claim that such a full relationship 
is the invariable experience of married Christians. 
Nor do we suggest that this goal is automatic. The 
starry-eyed “ideal marriage” or “perfect love,” 
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where two people “live happily ever after” is not 
rooted in reality. We live under no illusion that 
man in himself is adequate to love as he ought. 
On the other hand we dare to claim that a Christian 
husband and wife can, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, establish a relationship of the highest human 
order, a touch of heaven ahead of time. Such an 
intimate, deepening relationship offers the holiest 
and happiest environment possible in this sin-cursed 
earth; such a relationship dimly hints of the fuller, 
perfect Family in the Perfect Home. 

If marriage often falls short of a “touch of 
heaven on earth,” this is not the fault of the rela- 
tionship but the fault of the participants. Failure 
may be traced to ignorance, sin or lack of effort. 
We need to remember that “All things beautiful are 
as difficult as they are rare.” There is no push- 
button success here, and no idle dreamers will real- 
ize the rich reality that springs only from conscious 
goals established and maintained in connection with 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

What then are the Christian goals for the mar- 
riage relationship? To those about to be married 
these standards may serve as a guide. To those 
already committed to Jesus Christ and to Christian 
marriage, these simple reflections may serve to 
refurbish some goals. Nothing written can take the 
place of your personal entrance into these truths, 
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in humble dependence on God’s Holy Spirit and in 
ever deepening human love for each other. 


A CHRIST-CENTERED RELATIONSHIP 

Many of you may have seen the motto frequently 

found in Christian homes: 
Christ is the Head of this home, 
The unseen Guest at every meal, 
The silent Listener 
To every conversation. 

The important thing is to get this principle from 
the wall into the life of each member of the family. 
The Lordship of Jesus Christ is the deepest need of 
the home. In Christian marriage it is not a matter 
of the husband’s dominating the situation or of the 
wife’s “having her way”; instead it is a matter 
of doing the happy will of their common Lord. 
The strongest, deepest tie is their common love for 
Jesus Christ. The most significant factor, with 
suficient power for anything that may happen, is 
the presence of Jesus Christ as Lord in the individ- 
ual lives of the husband and wife. 

This means that Jesus Christ is never a stranger 
in any area of their common life. Choices, large 
and small, are made with reference to the Lord’s 
will. Attitudes, activities, plans are made in the 
light of what pleases Christ. If conflicts come, they 
are. settled on the basis of the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. And hurt feelings, no matter how deep, are 
healed by “forgiving one another even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). 

When a husband and wife give priority to Christ’s 
will and ways, they will naturally desire to form 
habits to help implement this Lordship. Regular, 
yet meaningful, grace at meals; daily prayer and 
Bible reading; faithful church attendance; Chris- 
tian hospitality; Christian conversation; generous 
giving of time and possessions: all these will mark 
this home as distinctively the possesion of Jesus 
Christ. 

A “ONE FLESH" RELATIONSHIP 

Jesus said, “Have ye not read, that he which 
made them at the beginning made them male and 
female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave 





father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh?” (Matt. 19:4, 5). 
In the Bible sex is not primarily connected with the 
desire to propagate; God’s deepest purpose in sex 
is to establish a “one-flesh” relationship. In this 
intimate union of husband and wife, a fragment of 
a man and counter-fragment of a woman join to 
form a satisfying unity. Husband and wife are in- 
dividually incomplete until they attain the union 
of “one flesh.” 

Physically this relationship which Jesus described 
as “one flesh” is established by sexual intercourse, 
but the meaning of sex is found in one’s total being, 
not in the sex organs alone. Desire is in the self, 
not the body! Thus sexual intercourse is really 
a union of the entire persons. As they come to- 
gether a new and distinct unity is formed, differing 
from every other human unity, affecting the whole 
persons of husband and wife. That such an intimate 
togetherness is pleasing to God has been further 
demonstrated by St. Paul who used the mysterious, 
welding experience of marriage to illustrate the 
union of Christ and the Church (Eph. 5:21 ff.). 
It is God then who is behind this intimate bond, 
and sex is His good gift to be received with thank- 
fulness and exercised as a channel of deep, joyful 
communication. 


A PERMANENT RELATIONSHIP 

In a day when many enter marriage “inadvisedly, 
lightly or wantonly,” we do well to remember that 
Christians enter into a permanent relationship when 
they are married. The Christian couple promises to 
maintain the marriage bond “as long as we both 
shall live.” Today many enter the marriage rela- 
tionship with the tacit assumption that they will 
stay together “as long as it works.” For the Chris- 
tian there is no contemplation of divorce and re- 
marriage. When two people are married, they do 
not know what the future may hold of plenty or 
want, joy or sorrow, sickness or health, but they 
do know that they bind themselves together no mat- 
ter what comes. Christian marriage is an indis- 
soluble unity. 

In exchanging the marriage vows, both husband 
and wife promise to be faithful to each other. The 
Christian standard in this has been set forth by 
C. S. Lewis in these terms: “‘Either marriage, with 
complete faithfulness to your partner, or else total 
abstinence.” Christian partners are exclusively each 
other’s. No alien person may violate this sanctified 
relationship. “What therefore God hath joined to- 
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gether, let not man put asunder” (Mark 10:9). 
With ruthless, faithful hand thrust from your mind 
the corrupting contemplation of infidelity. You are 
permanently and exclusively your mate’s. 

Although there is some question about the inter- 
pretation of Matthew 19:9, it seems clear that the 
Bible permits divorce and re-marriage on no wider 
grounds than adultery after marriage. Even in the 
case of adultery every effort should be made to 
bring the grace of Christ into this broken situation, 
hoping for due contrition, participating in forgive- 
ness and healing. 

A LOVING RELATIONSHIP 

Christianity has enriched the concept of love. 
Jesus Christ demonstrated and made available 
through His Holy Spirit a new kind of love relation 
—agape (the Greek word for love used in such 
passages as I Corinthians 13; I John 4). Agape is 
not a love of mere gratification, nor a love of 
mutual giving or friendship; it is a high, intelligent, 
purposeful love. It is not emotional; it is a wilful 
giving of self. In His person and work Jesus Christ 
defines and illustrates agape. No person is looked 
on with common eyes. In particular a Christian 
person loves his mate because of her worth in God’s 
eyes. His mate is one for whom Christ died. Since 
the divine vocation of the Christian is to love, the 
married Christian aims to express this distinctive, 
self-giving love in fulness toward his partner. No- 
where else will he find such full scope for love. 
In no other relationship will he have such matchless 
opportunity to practice agape. 

Naturally, such love is not touchy, not irritable, 
not unkind, not possessive, not impatient. Such love 
never tabulates resentments, never nurses grudges, 
never secretly grumbles. Such love is open and 
kind. Such love affords a secure environment to 
love and be loved. 

Openness is a chacteristic of this love. The 
Christian couple longs to reveal as much to each 
other as is possible. There is no fearful cloaking 
of real feelings, no quiet resentmments against each 
other. Differences are lovingly mentioned and sym- 
pathetically judged. Every effort to understand and 
penetrate is pursued. They enter into each other 
in every sphere with increasing confidence and 


grateful sharing. Daily, in varied ways, they spell 
out this love which is self-giving without calculation. 
A HUSBAND-LED RELATIONSHIP 

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the saviour of the body. There- 
fore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in every thing” 
(Eph. 5:22, 24). Such an attitude on the part of 
the wife is frequently misunderstood. This sub- 
mission does not mean a craven fear, it does not 
mean a snapping of heels in frightened attention. 
Rather it involves an understanding that the func- 
tion of the wife differs from the function of the 
husband in the home, that within this circle of the 
home there is to be a leader, and it is to be the 
husband. May I ask you very directly, what do 
you think of a “bossy” woman? And may I also 
ask you directly, what do you think of a “hen- 
pecked” man? Is there not something within us 
which tells us that it is proper and right that initia- 
tive should come from the man, and that something 
is out of place when a woman takes the man’s 
place? Is there not something pathetic about such 
a situation? Why? Because the duty of the man is 
to be the head of the home, and if he is too weak, 
too sinful to use this lordship in a loving way, 
something is wrong. 

What is sometimes forgotten in this context is 
that verse 21 teaches that husbands and wives are 
to be subject “one to another in the fear of Christ.” 
This mutual subjection must be firmly fixed in our 
minds before we move to the consideration of wife- 
ly subordination. Furthermore, the headship of the 
man is one of love. The husband is to love his wife 
“even as Christ also loves the church” (Eph. 5:25). 
If the husband fulfils his responsibility in love, the 
Christian wife will gladly follow his lead anywhere. 
A GROWING RELATIONSHIP 

In Christian marriage independence is broken 


down, but the individuality of each is enhanced and 
developed. Here is an unparalleled opportunity for 
personal growth. Insight into God, nature and self 
will naturally flower. Tenderness and strength will 


develop. 
(Continued on page 26, column 2) 
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THREE STAFF MEMBERS 


Davip Apenry, Missionary 
Secretary, presents the 
many openings for service 
in today’s world for the 
graduate’s serious thought. 


KEITH L. HUNT 


S. RE will miss the good times the Inter-Varsity 
gang used to have...wonder if Tony ever will 
come to know Christ...hope that Ginny gets up 
to Campus in the Woods this summer ...and that 
new exec ought to work pretty well, provided no- 
body crosses up the president. But then, these are 
all things which I’m leaving behind. Didn't the 
staff member say once that 1vcF was a student 
work? 

WAIT A MINUTE! 

Have you seriously considered the responsibilities 
which are yours, as a graduate from an IVCF chap- 
ter? Probably you’ve considered only a part of 
your new spiritual responsibilities. Yes, as a Chris- 
tian in society you do have personal responsibilities. 
And these indeed are basic. But have you con- 
sidered the high hopes that Inter-Varsity has for 
each graduating senior, like yourself? 

This doesn’t mean that we’d want to keep you in 
a close, binding relationship, making constant de- 
mands upon your time and energy. Far from it! 
We realize that Inter-Varsity is no substitute for 
the local church, and our first hope is that you 
will become associated with a Christ-honoring, 
Bible-teaching church wherever you may be located 
after you leave the campus. Find out what position 
the local church takes on basic items such as the 
Bible, who Jesus Christ is, what He did, etc. And 
having found a church which meets the Biblical 
standard as God has given you light to see that 
standard, get busy in it! You must recognize that 
even as your Inter-Varsity chapter was not perfect, 

(Continued on page 17, column 2) 
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COUNSEL THE GRADUATE 


JOAN FREWING 


S, YOU VE just completed your course at the uni- 
versity. No doubt you have in mind all sorts of 
things to do—things that have had to wait until 
you finished your studies, like participating more 
extensively in Christian service. Now seems to be 
your chance to start catching up with some of them. 
Here are some suggestions, in case you’re wonder- 
ing where to begin. 

First and of prime importance will be a consider- 
ation of your responsibility to the church group 
in which God has placed you for worship and fel- 
lowship. The prayer meeting is of paramount im- 
portance here—more important than any other 
service you can render. Then there will be your 
share in the financial support of the work as well as 
in the activities connected with it. There are usually 
Sunday-school classes and adult groups for which 
assistance is needed, and many other avenues of 
service. Your experience in Inter-Varsity Bible 
studies and on executive committees should be of 
help here. 

In addition to your church there are various 
other Christian organizations that can use your help 
—children’s work, boys’ and girls’ clubs, teen-age 
clubs in the local high school (Inter-School Chris- 
tian Fellowship in Canada, Young Life, Hi B-A, etc. 
in the States), summer camps, and so on. Or per- 
haps you will be able to help out with programs 
in community projects of various kinds such as 
handcraft classes and other recreational activities, 
where you will have on opportunity to become part 
of your community life, exercise Christian influence 

(Continued on page 16, column 1) 
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DAVID H. ADENEY 


a RECENT months we have heard of so many dif- 
ferent opportunities for Christian service. It is 
true that in some lands doors seem to be closing 
to the regular missionary. But in other parts of 
the world the Church welcomes those who, confident 
of God’s call, will go forth humbly to serve in 
fellowship with their national brethren. 

All types of training can be used. A large number 
with business experience are needed immediately. 
With great literacy campaigns and the hunger of 
the world’s people for education, literally hundreds 
of Christian teachers could be used in many dif- 
ferent countries. Some would find their place in 
secular education, others in Bible schools and semi- 
naries. One former IvcF staff worker is teaching in 
a government college in Africa. He is also in charge 
of a men’s dormitory and has wonderful opportuni- 
ties for witness. Others are at schools run by mis- 
sions which are making a very real contribution in 
the training of leadership for the local church. 

Linguists, translators and pioneer evangelists are 
still needed to take the gospel to tribes which as 
yet have no portion of the written Word of God in 
their language. If this task of translating the Bible 
is neglected today, the door may be closed tomor- 
row. 

Gradually the Church is awakening to her re- 
sponsibility to provide literature for the newly 
literate masses. The demand far exceeds the supply. 
A few days ago I was talking to a friend who 
manages a book business in a large South American 
city. His sales of Christian literature have increased 
a hundred per cent each year for the last four years. 





He is looking now for men who would operate simi- 
lar stores in several other strategic centers and is 
confident that they could be self-supporting within 
a year or two. Still others are needed for mobile 
book shops which will take the Word of God and 
Christian literature to the rural population. Only 
those who have had a good business training and 
are prepared to live a disciplined and dedicated 
Christian life are qualified for such a work. 

As long as two-thirds of the world’s population 
suffers from disease and malnutrition there will 
continue to be a great need for those who will min- 
ister to physical needs. A young woman at one 
mission station is working alone among over 700 
lepers. Under her direction the patients have made 
bricks, built their own kiln, dispensary and chapel, 
and have been taught to help themselves to a large 
degree. Clinics have been opened in neighboring 
villages, but the work is limited and many of the 
patients await surgery because there is no doctor. 
One nurse and 700 lepers! Do you wonder that 
she writes pleading for reinforcements and ques- 
tions how long she can stand the strain alone. 
Through government officials and the missionary 
12,800 lepers are being helped in that area, but 
probably at least that many more still are unreached 


with physical and spiritual help. In mission hospi- 
tals and medical schools abroad there are vacancies 
for scores of doctors and medical school teachers, 
and well over a hundred nurses. 


During the last few years a number of Christian 
radio stations have brought the gospel to many who 
otherwise would not have heard the Word of Life. 
To maintain these stations, trained personnel, 
writers, producers, technicians and engineers are 
needed. Not only must the program be prepared 
and broadcast, but simple, inexpensive radio sets 
must also be made for use in remote villages where 
there are no other facilities. 


In some parts of the world Christian builders 
and agriculturists will find open doors of oppor- 
tunity. Some may be led to go forth in government 
service or business in order to reach classes of 
people that cannot be touched by regular missionary 
work. There is a tendency on the part of some gov- 
ernments to oppose the entry of the purely evan- 
gelistic missionary and only admit those who have 
some specialized ability which (in their judgment) 
can make a contribution to the society in which 
they live. For this reason it is well to have some 
secular qualification in addition to a knowledge 


of the Word of God and a great desire to see Christ 
exalted among the nations. 

As we look out from the campus to the world all 
around us, we realize that God’s object is to build 
a corporate expression of the Lordship of His Son 
in every nation. As members of the Body of Christ 
we are to have a share in this work. It is not just 
for a missionary-minded minority but for every true 
believer. Nor can we delegate our responsibility 
to others. If God has revealed His Son in me (Gala- 
tians 1:15, 16), then I must have a vital part in 
making Him known to others, at home or abroad. 

Obviously, if a nucleus representing the Lordship 
of Christ is to be planted in every nation, many 
will be needed to serve in lands where the Savior 
is not yet known. Moreover, every possible way of 
approach must be explored. 

There is a spiritual sense of exhilaration when 
we stand with the Captain of the Host of the Lord, 
as He indicates places where a foothold is to be 
obtained. In this tribe the two or three with the © 
Lord in the midst are to be gathered out; on that 
foreign university campus, through the witness of 
a student who has enrolled in order to establish an 
evangelical testimony, a group will soon be meeting 
around the Word of God. In another area hundreds 
of lepers, the outcasts of society, are to be gathered 
into the family of God. 

We must always remember that the need itself 
does not constitute a call, nor does the fact that you 
have had some specialized training necessarily 
mean that God will only use you in that particular 
field of service. The decision as to whether to serve 
in regular missionary work or in the capacity of a 
vocational witness must depend upon the clear lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in your life. If God is calling 
you to give all your time to the ministry of the 
Word and prayer, you will find it frustrating to 
have to spend most of your energy in satisfying 
the demands of a secular profession when all around 
unmet needs call for help. On the other hand, if 
the Lord wishes to use you as a vocational witness 
it will be tragic for you to draw back and to follow 
any other path of service. The Lord of the Harvest 
has a work and a prepared place for each one of 
His servants. END 
[The current issue of MANDATE contains a listing of 
missionary openings throughout the world. If you 
desire further information or if there is any way 
in which you need counsel, please write to the Mis- 
sionary Department of 1vcF.] 
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A SOIL SCIENTIST’S PRAYER 


Lord, may the rugged topography 
of my soul have been softened 
by the glaciers of experience 
so that I will not be an insurmountable height 
in the path of one 
who follows the plow in his life. 

And may I so order 
my ideas and the habits of my life 
that they will lead a fellow toiler 

in contours around the bulk that is me, 
and thus eliminate the task that might be his 
if he ascended directly the hills 
that are the undesirables in me. 





Make me amenable 
to the heaving frosts of trials, 

permeable to the refreshing showers of blessings 

so that I will be friable, 
even when Your furrow runs deep, 
and the clods of my stubbornness 
will mellow and crumble 
and the surface will be less uneven. 


Prosper the windbreak 
that shreds the winds of adversity 
and thus protects me from their full abrasive force. 
With that protection, Lord, 
the dews of heaven 
can condense in the stillness of evenings 
and the coolness of twilights, 


and may I soak them into me. 


Let them percolate down and filter through 
the qualities and stuff of my inner soul 
and be enriched with nutrients 


to flow out truly as a river of living water. 


May the specific heat 
of the grains of my intellectual soil be high 
so that I will be a more dependable reservoir 
of the warmth of Your love and kindness 
and a fit medium for the flow 
of the real truth and wisdom 
that have their source in You. 





And Lord, cause 
the particles of talent You have given me 
to be aggregated into a structure 


suitable to germination, growth and fruition 
of the seed of Your Word. 
May the texture of my personality be a loam, 
well-balanced, well-drained, richly colored, fertile 
and deep, 
to support the crops of Your graces 
that will strengthen and sustain others 
and be a source of inspiration. 





I humbly ask You, 
hear my prayer, Dear Lord: 
though I may have been a desert, 
may I blossom yet; 
and though I may have been a dry ground, 
may a root spring to life yet 
bearing shoot and fruit, 
only to the honor of Your Name. 
I thank You, Heavenly Father, 
Gracious Husbandman of my soul’s vineyard, 
in the Name of Your Son. 
. Amen. 


—H. ORVILLE HEISEY 


(Photographs by McManigal) 





time! Home again, with Mother and 
Dad. Three solid months. 

How I wish that they were Christians, that they 
knew Jesus Christ as I know Him, as my friends 
here know Him. I wonder what the answer is—I’ve 
been witnessing to them ever since I became a 
Christian. But there’s no change. 


LOVE NEVER FAILS 

Sure, I love Mother and Dad, but . . . they don’t 
seem to understand my new life in Christ. In fact, 
they don’t seem to understand me anymore. 

We have so little in common—our lives are so 
different now. We even seem to talk different lan- 
guages. It’s almost impossible to share some of 
the things that mean so much to me with them. 

They don’t seem to appreciate IvcF, my church, 
or—for that matter—most of my friends: 

They keep putting social pressure on me to do 
things I do not feel I should do. 

I’m afraid to tell them that I’m thinking about 
being a missionary. 
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NAME WITHHELD 


I'd rather not spend too much time at home, the 
tension gets pretty high, and we’re all uncomfort- 
able. They won’t listen to me when I’m at home, 
so I keep trying to get the message across in letters. 
BUT LOVE NEVER FAILS 

Say, I wonder, do I really love Mother and Dad? 
..- for although I can explain the gospel eloquently 
and persuasively; and although I can give my testi- 
mony effectively in a public meeting and lead rather 
good Bible studies in the dorm; although I can de- 
fend my position as a Christian rather thoroughly: 
yet if I do not love them, my words will sound like 
a lot of noise. 

Which reminds me, if I do not love them, per- 
haps I might as well keep quiet, for I'll be to them 
no different than I was before; even though I know 
that they are going to hell without the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that the sin of their lives including their 
respectable religion will destroy them. 

Although I personally have faith that God will 
provide for me financially through college and that 








I can trust Him completely for the future as far as 
my life partner and career on the mission field or 
at home are concerned, yet it seems hard to realize 
that love is so important. 

For even though I sell my sports equipment and 
give that money and my allowance and what I’ve 
earned to missionary work overseas or the city mis- 
sion, and though I wear myself out serving as IVCF 
program chairman and singing in the choir, teach- 
ing Sunday school and quoting the Bible to my 
folks: apparently if I don’t love them, the rest won’t 
mean much to them. 

But even if “love never fails,” how can I tell if 
I love them anyway? 

LOVE IS PATIENT 

When they ignore Jesus Christ or misinterpret 
His message, I will recall His gentle patience as 
over and over again He demonstrated that He was 
God and quietly repeated the essential truths in 
word and action which He longed for men and 
women to appropriate and experience. I know it 
will help to recall the patience which He had with 
me through other men and women in bringing me 
to Himself. I remember so many instances in Scrip- 
ture of seed being sown, then words to the effect 
that God gives the increase in His own way. Per- 
haps I have been impatient in demanding His work- 
ing immediately in an obvious way at home. 

LOVE IS KIND 

How graciously kind and gentle He was on earth. 
Even when the people of Jerusalem refused to enter 
into God’s heritage He only wept. Perhaps I have 
been unkind and have hurt my parents by not shar- 
ing with them through any means possible my new 
life in Christ. It must be hard, when they knew so 
much about me when I was a non-Christian, to be 
left so much in the dark concerning my present 
activities, thoughts, ambitions. I share things with 
my Christian friends. Why not with my parents if 
I claim to love them? — Even though they might 
not understand completely, Lord, help me to be 
courteous and kind enough to share... in love. 
LOVE DOES NOT ENVY 

It’s strange how often I have found myself wish- 
ing that I might have a Christian home like John’s. 
I wonder what my motive has been in wanting this. 
For some reason, in His own wonderful purpose, 
God has saved me in a non-Christian situation and 
entrusted me to represent the Lord Jesus there. 
When I sit down and think honestly about it, Mother 
and Dad have given me so much and, in so many 
ways, so much of themselves—Lord, please help me 
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to be faithful to You and to them here and not try 
to run away or wish for another situation. I know 
I must feel no resentment for what You have given. 
Perhaps this is one of the things Paul had in mind 
when he said, “Be content with what you have for I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
LOVE DOES NOT VAUNT ITSELF 

...is not puffed up. I’ve been trying to impress 
the folks with the completeness of my theology and 
my sufficiency in Christ in every way. Yet they 
know that there is so much of life I have yet to 
experience and they long for me not to be too cocky 
about having all the answers. I wonder, could it be 
my smugness and sometimes even my self-righteous 
attitude that are upsetting them, rather than my 
faith in Christ? They know me so well. — Lord, 
help me never to pretend to be something I am not. 
The Lord Jesus was willing to have “no reputation.” 
I know You can help me in this area of my life— 
even at home. 
LOVE ISN’T RUDE 

..+.nor insistent upon its own rights. I have em- 
barrassed Mother and Dad in so many ways these 
past months and this has produced real tension. Yet 
I thought I was witnessing to Christ. I wonder if I 
really was? They were so uneasy when their friends 
were visiting that evening and I kept pointing out 
the lacks in the local denominational church, when 
I was so critical of the message and inconsistent 
life of the minister. And I wonder if one of the 
reasons my parents haven’t been too impressed with 
my friends is that I haven’t given them any oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with them. When any 
of them do come over, we usually sidle past my folks 
as quickly as possible and go upstairs to my room 
to make the posters, listen to some gospel records 
or to pray. And when the folks did go out a couple 
of times and the kids came over for a meeting, they 
left awkwardly and quickly as soon as Mother and 
Dad returned. I wonder if I have been rude in not 
encouraging my friends to be casual in the house 
as far as recreation is concerned, and to talk more 
naturally about topics that would be of mutual 
interest both to them and my parents. Christ cannot 
help but enter into such conversations. Perhaps I 
have been guilty here. It seems that I so seldom 
listen to Mother and Dad along the lines that in- 
terest them, but keep on expecting them to listen 
to what I am trying to get across. 
LOVE ISN'T SELFISH 

I must remember that mature friendship implies 


a give-and-take on both sides, but Christ expects me 
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to take the initiative and not always be the recipient. 
I know Dad would like me to spend some time with 
him in the basement and Mother would appreciate 
it so much if I stayed around home out of choice 
a little more, rather than always going to meetings 
and being out with the Christian kids or staying 
in my room. There are so many little odd jobs I 
could cheerfully do without constantly being asked 
first. Perhaps I have been demanding my own way 
in what I want to do and haven’t even been thinking 
of the things that I could do to please them. I think 
it would please them to know that I still need them 
in many ways and that my new life in Christ doesn’t 
draw me away from them, but helps me to appreci- 
ate them more than ever. Before I used to ask them 
just for money. Say, come to think of it, things 
don’t seem to have changed much in that respect. 
Perhaps God wants me to be with them in a way 
that does not involve asking for things for myself. 
—It seems, Lord, that I have a lot to learn about 
love along this line. Please help me. I remember 
You died that I might no longer live for myself. 
LOVE IS NOT EASILY PROVOKED 

Dad kids me so much about some of my associa- 
tions and Mother and Dad both seem to have so 
many misconceptions about what it means to be a 
Christian; I can’t help but get a little peeved. When- 
ever I lose my temper, or do things a little sloppily, 
I immediately hear, “—But I thought you were a 
Christian now.” I can’t help but get somewhat fed 
up and want to get away for awhile. Yet love never 
gets provoked. How can I say I love them when I 
feel this way? If I ask Him, the Lord will help me 
face my own weaknesses a little more honestly and 
I won’t be so touchy when others recognize them so 
easily. Then there’s the fact that I could use more 
of a sense of humor. It must seem ridiculous to 
them for me to get upset over such unimportant 
details. 
LOVE THINKS NO EVIL 

So often I have thought that “I'll show them that 


I’m right,” with almost an attitude of revenge rather 
than service which springs from love. Where my 
pride has been hurt, my motives misunderstood, my 
words and actions misinterpreted, God may be try- 
ing to teach me humility, purity and sincerity. May 
I thank Him for this, and, rather than trying to get 
even with the source of my discomfort, readily for- 
give and forget, but continue to learn. It could be 
that my parents are much closer to experiencing 
God’s grace and goodness than I realize. — God, 
deliver me from projecting all that is negative into 
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their relationship with me, but rather, to realize 
again, Your way is the way of liberty and love. 
LOVE REJOICES NOT IN INIQUITY 

How easy it is to nag or condemn them when 
their need for the Lord Jesus Christ is obviously 
manifest through weakness. Lord, continually help 
me to remember that You did not come to condemn 
the world, but to save it. When Mother exaggerates 
or loses her temper, or when Dad has been drinking 
too much again, do not let me gloat in any way 
over their weakness. May I not be critical, but love 
them, realizing that You are still in the process of 
cleansing my own inner life, even though my out- 
ward appearance may conform a little more accept- 


ably to a religious standard of conduct than theirs. 
LOVE REJOICES IN THE TRUTH 
Sometimes I seem to be more concerned about de- 


fending my particular way of thinking or acting, 
than discovering and experiencing the whole truth 
as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ. This might be 
the reason that I so often get tied up in knots when 
I’m trying to tell Mother and Dad that their good 
works won’t save them or that they should be going 
to another church where the full gospel is preached. 
If I more fully understood and manifested the truth 
as it is in Him, there would be more of the freedom 
in my total witness which He promised would ac- 
company the knowledge of truth. Then I must not 
forget the possibility that perhaps God will use my 
parents and my experiences with them at home to 
help me receive more fully and joyfully all that He 
has for me along this line. 
LOVE BEARS, BELIEVES, HOPES, ENDURES 

...not once in awhile, but all the time, and all 
things. The Lord Jesus endured scoffing, insult, 
rejection, even the shame of the cross. He bore 
all these that He might express His love for a person 
like me, even though I didn’t want to have anything 
to do with Him for so long. He was constantly 
giving new hope to men and women, helping them 
to enter into the joy and vast horizons of the life 
of faith. He gave Himself. If He is the personifica- 
tion of love, to what extent am I like Him at home? 
I give up so easily when things get a little difficult. 
—Lord Jesus, help me to give myself ...to be a 
faithful servant as far as Mother and Dad are con- 
cerned, not an itinerant preacher. You have prom- 
ised to do “exceeding abundantly above all I can 
ask or think according to the power that works in 
me.” Help me to appropriate this in faith for them. 
Lord, perhaps even now I can begin to thank 

(Continued on page 21, column 2) 





HARDNESS 
OF OUR 
HEARTS 


By DOROTHY R. PAPE 


Mikio the life of Christ with my Bible class 
some time ago, I was struck afresh with the severity 
of the Lord’s condemnation of certain people. Re- 
examining these passages in private, to see if some 
day He might have occasion to say the same things 
to me, it was a shock to realize that His greatest 
invective was against the religious leaders of that 
day, men who even accepted the Old Testament 
Scriptures as the Word of God. 

In any day —and particularly in our own —a 
definite stand must be taken for the Scriptures; but 
we must be careful lest we fall into the errors of 
the Pharisees whose failings seemed to anger the 
Lord more than the gross and carnal sins of the 
godless. Although now we do not approach our 
Lord’s characterization of the Pharisees (“shutting 
up the kingdom of heaven against men,” and 
“whited sepulchres full of dead men’s bones,”) 
some trends in that direction may already be in 
evidence. 

One failing which Jesus pointed out was that of 
adding to the Scriptures, placing more emphasis 
on their own additions and interpretations than on 
God’s Word itself. “They teach for doctrines the 
commandments of men,” and “Ye pay tithe of mint 


te 


and anise, and have omitted the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, mercy and faith.” They 
strained out gnats, but swallowed camels. How often 
today we find this attitude both at home and abroad. 
In China, before the communist regime, a Christian 
had come to be known to the population at large as 
a person who “didn’t smoke, didn’t drink, didn’t 
gamble,” and often this was made a condition of 
baptism. I have heard a preacher state publicly 
that a certain man could not have been a Christian 
because he smoked, and have read a missionary’s 
statement that she informed a man that he could 
not call himself a Christian while he had a cigarette 
between his fingers. 

Surely it is bordering on the blasphemous to put 
a limit on the atoning work of Christ which is not 
mentioned in Scripture. Nowhere in the New Testa- 
ment, for example, do we find any ground for pro- 
nouncing that total abstinence from smoking, drink- 
ing or gambling is necessary for salvation. By all 
means let us teach that these things are weights 
which hinder our Christian race and witness in the 
present day, and are perhaps the best ways of wast- 
ing the Lord’s money ever invented by the devil. 
But to make these conditions for conversion is 
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actually to introduce a salvation by works. 

No definition of a Christian has yet been found 
which is entirely satisfactory and understandable 
to a heathen, but a merely negative one which 
equates Christianity with the forbidding of smok- 
ing and gambling is extremely inadequate. A per- 
son could do none of these things and still be the 
biggest scoundrel on earth. 

A second sin of which the Pharisees were guilty, 
and one of the most serious, was that of pride. 
God had said plainly in the Old Testament that a 
proud heart was an abomination to Him, yet the 
Pharisee blatantly thanked God he “was not as 
other men.” These religious leaders were conscious- 
ly proud of all their extra rules and regulations, 
the keeping of which led them to consider them- 
selves better than others. We love to make much 
of these things too, things which will label us as 
“consecrated Christians” in our own _ particular 
circle. 


It was rather amusing, at an international lan- 
guage school for missionaries, to find what a dif- 
ference there was in these taboos among evangelical 
groups from various countries. One from the East 
could not wear sandals with a clear conscience (this 
was thirteen years ago), one from Western Canada 
thought it terrible for a Christian girl to wear an 
engagement ring, a view quite incomprehensible to 
an English girl to whom not to wear a ring if you 
were engaged seemed to verge on the clandestine! 
A man from Denmark had been horrified to find 
English Bible school students playing football, 
while they had been equally shocked to find him 
smoking a pipe. The German girls were amazed 
to find there were women who considered them- 
selves consecrated Christians who “burned” 
(waved) their hair. It was a wholesome experience 
to find that some of these things we had taken pride 
in were perhaps only of secondary and local impor- 
tance, and not necessarily to be handed on to the 
Chinese Church as part of the essential Christian 
inheritance. In fact, Paul seems to suggest in his 
letter to the Corinthians that the more rules and 
regulations we introduce, the more it points to 
weakness of Christian character. We may need to 
conform to these rules in certain places, but don’t 
let us delude ourselves into thinking that the keep- 
ing of some of these Christian fashions makes us 
necessarily of higher Christian character than 
others. Therein is the danger. The Pharisees were 
so confident of their righteousness that they “re- 
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jected the counsel of God against themselves,” a 
desperate state indeed for any one to reach. 

Another characteristic of the Pharisees was that 
they “loved the uppermost seats in the synagogues,” 
a trait which is not absent from many of us. Sev- 
eral years ago Dr. James Forrester made the fol- 
lowing statement in a His article: “A too prevalent 
defect at leadership level among evangelicals is a 
vulgar jostling for position. Men in some of our 
most potential organizations are more concerned 
for the emoluments of office, and for the prestige 
which attaches to responsible position than for the 
regeneration of men and women . . . The evangel- 
ical institutions of America have been notorious 
for their internal tensions . . . which develop not 
over matters of doctrine or any vital principle, but 
between personalities.” I have known cases which 
substantiate this; these have brought dishonor on 
the evangelical cause at home, and, more serious, 
on foreign mission fields. 

Another manifestation of the leaven of the Phar- 
isees evident among us is their desire to find fault, 
“lying in wait, seeking to catch something out of 
his mouth, that they might accuse him.” Some peo- 
ple, because of the Pharisees, “did not confess Him 
lest they be put out of the synagogue.” It seems to 
me that sometimes we regard heresy-hunting as a 
kind of sport or hobby; we take a positive delight 


in finding some sign of compromise or apostasy in, 


another. We almost rejoice at the thought of some 
liberal minister, who has ruined the faith of many, 
facing the well-deserved agonies of hell. Our great 
authority for contending for the faith is St. Paul, 
but there is absent from us that concern for the 
lost among his fellow Jews which prompted him to 
say, “I have continual sorrow in my heart. For I 
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.” This kind of attitude would, I believe, win 
more of the liberal-minded, especially those who are 
so through ignorance of the true gospel, than does 
mud-slinging. I have been much encouraged recently 
to hear of two liberal ministers who have been con- 
verted, and the method used in winning them was 
that of going to see them personally, armed with 
God’s Word, and in truth and love showing that 
they were teaching apostasy. The weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, and the sword of the Spirit 
used in private is more effective than the blast of 
abuse from big guns at a distance. 

I find that my own natural reaction would be to 





























































































































have every modernist church closed, every liberal 
mouth stopped, or even like the young John, I 
would sometimes like to call down fire from heaven 
on those who walk not with us. We must remem- 
ber too that it was Paul, the militant defender of 
the faith, who wrote the great classic on love con- 
tained in I Corinthians 13. It is true that we must 
warn young believers of the subtle attacks upon 
our faith, and there is need to speak strongly and 
publicly on occasion, but perhaps there should be 
less relish in the way we say “rank modernist,” 
less resemblance to spewing as we utter the word 
“apostate.” 


The Lord Himself spoke with great vehemence 
when He warned the people against the Pharisees 
in their very presence, after they had repeatedly 
rejected His message, but He ended His invective 
on a note of sorrow: “How often would I have 
gathered you . . . but ye would not.” The Lord 


also could make His denunciations from the safe 
ground of an utterly sinless life, but often in our 
case our opponents would be able to answer as 
James suggests, “You say that you have faith and 
I have merely good actions. All you can do is show 
me a faith without corresponding actions, but I can 
show you by my actions that I have faith as well.” 


So as we contend for the faith on the campus or 
in our home town, or on the mission field, let us 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, making sure 
we are not just teaching the pet fads and fashions 
of our own particular faction, or national or social 
background; but in humility and the power of the 
Spirit let us teach all the truths contained in the 
Word of God, and live them out convincingly in 
our daily lives. END 


FREWING COUNSELS GRADUATES 

(Continued from page 5) 
and introduce the friends whom you make there to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. An example of this is given 
in the activities of the “Clapham Sect,” mentioned 
in an editorial of The Christian Graduate (Decem- 
ber 1954), from which is taken the following: 


“Here was evangelical enthusiasm, wisdom and 
courage brought to focus in the achievements of a 
dozen men who lived and labored at the end of the 
18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries. Their 
influence for good has been immense. Wilberforce 
is perhaps the greatest name among them and his 
was in large measure the leadership. But it was not 


only the slave trade that was abolished by their 
efforts, but the opening of India to missionaries, 
the distribution of the Bible, the banishment of il- 
literacy amongst the poor, the start of Sunday 
schools, religious journalism and much besides was 
initiated or supported by them.” 

And in applying this to our day and age the 
editorial goes on to say: 

“Work in many directions lies waiting at our 
door. It would be well if we could seize the initia- 
tive. Consider any town. What opportunities are 
there for evangelism and Christian teaching on the 
new housing estate? Is there a keen Christian on the 
local Marriage Guidance Council? Who is running 
the Community Center? Who helps in ward serv- 
ices, or by visiting, in the local hospital? Can any- 
thing be done for the national servicemen in the 
nearby camp? Who offers hospitality and friend- 
ship to the lonely students from overseas? What of 
the many old folk who live by themselves and need 
support and encouragement? In whose hands is the 
local press? Who represents the Christian way of 
life on the local Council?” 

Decisions as to what help you will give in your 
church and community must, of course, be made be- 
fore the Lord. It is very easy to become so involved 
in these areas of service that you will not have 
adequate time to spend with your family, and, what 
is worse, with the Lord; as in student days your 
Quiet Time will need to be carefully guarded. It is 
possible that you will have to say “no” to many re- 
quests for your help. It is God’s will that you honor 
Him and be His witness in the way you do your 
work in the office, laboratory, classroom or hospital, 
as well as in your service for Him in church or 
other organization. It is not His will that you find 
yourself too busy to spend time with Him, or be- 
come worn out physically, mentally and spiritually. 
Neither does it glorify Him if you have so much to 
do that you do nothing well. 


Care must also be taken that your job doesn’t 
suffer because of your extra-mural activities. Your 
witness to the Lord’s presence in your life will not 
count for very much if you arrive late to do a day’s 
work haphazardly, and then dash off a few minutes 
early to make a prayer meeting or church supper. 
As in every area of life, His balance must be found. 

Or perhaps as your Christian service God would 
have you start a Bible study group similar to the 
one you enjoyed while you were in an Inter-Varsity 
chapter, among the people with whom you work. 
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This could include speakers, and papers read by 
members, that would be of particular interest to 
those engaged in your vocation, and would be on 
a graduate level. 

Another factor to consider is this: God has 
blessed you greatly through IvcF in your student 
days. Perhaps you came to know Him as Savior 
and Friend there; or perhaps you were strength- 
ened in your faith, and given a base from which to 
operate in witnessing to fellow students; maybe it 
was in Inter-Varsity that you acquired a framework 
in which to think through problems and relate faith 
to daily-living. And now that you’ve graduated you 
would like to do something to help Inter-Varsity 
do this for others. 

There are several ways in which you can be of 
help. Homes are needed for teas, Sunday afternoon 
Bible studies or firesides, or for hymn sings. More 
than one Christian couple has purchased a large 
home in a central place rather than a smaller, newer 
one in the suburbs for just this purpose. 

Your consistent prayer support of Inter-Varsity 
is the greatest way you can be of help. Be sure to 
keep in touch with the group in your locality to 
get up-to-date, specific prayer requests for the 
needs in your area. Quite possibly the Lord may 
lead you to share financially in Inter-Varsity’s 
ministry to students. 

Many Inter-Varsity chapters have difficulty in 
finding speakers for campus meetings and firesides 
—someone who understands the problems of student 
days, and who can meet students on their own level. 
If you have a gift for this type of ministry it would 
be worthwhile to spend time preparing a talk or 
talks that could be used for this purpose. In order 
to do this it will be necessary to acquire a good 
background through reading. 

During your undergraduate days you have no 
doubt had various books drawn to your attention. 
Most likely you had very little time or money to 
start building a library then, but now that you’ve 
graduated this is first on your list of projects. It 
would be well to take time out to make a list of the 
books you need, and then plan to acquire them 
systematically. 

Basic to your library will be a concordance, a 
Bible dictionary and a good commentary, as well as 
various modern English translations of the Bible. 
These are essential for Bible study. One or two 
books on doctrine would be a help. Some church 
history should have its place on your shelves, along 
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with works on missions and missionary biography. 
Then you will probably want to add books on 
evangelism and practical Christian living, and may- 
be some on apologetics. When you have collected 
some helpful books on these subjects, perhaps you 
could share them with some of the students in your 
locality until such time as they are able to obtain 
their own library. 

These are just some ways in which you can 
help as a graduate. May these words, “The Lord 
God has given me the tongue of the learned that I 
may be able to speak a word in season to him that 
is weary” (Isa. 50:4), be true of you now that you 
have graduated. END 


HUNT COUNSELS GRADUATES 

(Continued from page 4) 
you ought not to wait for the “perfect” church be- 
fore getting under motion. 

This point must be stressed especially to you if 
you came to know Christ during your college days 
and had no previous opportunity for fellowship in 
a local church situation. It surely would have been 
helpful if one of the churches in your college 
town had preached the truth as it is found in Jesus 
Christ. But since there was no Bible-believing 
church, you’re apt to underestimate the value of a 
church home. The sooner you see the principle that 
individual Christians are placed in the Body of 
Christ and ought to identify themselves with a local 
expression of His body, the less time you'll waste 
in ineffective effort. Your personal witness will be 
strengthened and in due time (should the Lord 
have this in mind for you) your family— including 
children—will be more effective for Christ because 
of the opportunity to serve and be served in the 
local church. 

When you arrive at your new community, sup- 
pose that you can’t find a church in your immediate 
vicinity which meets Biblical requirements (doc- 
trinal integrity, evangelistic purpose, et al.). Well, 
what would you do if you went to a campus where 
there was no witness for Christ? Pray first. Then 
God might open up an opportunity for a Bible 
study. And remember that even back in the Apostle 
Paul’s day groups of Christians met in homes. 

A witness within your professional field is an- 
other area in which IvcF alumni should be active. 
Just the old story of “letting the light shine.” How 
we need to get away from the idea that Christianity 

(Continued on page 21, column 1) 
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W. are confronted by a paradox. 

On the one hand is that large group of Christians 
who have responded to the call for “complete sur- 
render”; on the other hand is the undeniable 
evidence of shallow, unsurrendered living—often 
among those very people who would say, “Yes, I 
have surrendered, I have ‘gone all the way.’” 

Why this paradox, this conflict between doctrine 
and living? Is it possible that our contemporary 
concept of surrender has a basic flaw? 

Let us construct a Christian’s theoretical experi- 
ence. Just prior to his surrender he was a dissatis- 
fied Christian, loving Christ, yet loving the world 
too. He may either have been unaware of Christ’s 
claims on his life or else was unprepared to give 
in to those claims. But now as he listens to that 
man who is speaking on the victorious life, or as 
he reads that devotional book which God has 
brought into his life, he knows that he can no 
longer stand the dual existence in which he finds 
himself; and so he takes the step the Holy Spirit 
has been leading him to take: he yields to Christ. 


SURRENDER 


It is a turning point, an experience which will 
stand out in his future life as a pinnacle. Now, 
he feels, things will be different, and they are—for 
a while. 

But after awhile—perhaps even the next day— 
he finds himself confronted with the same problems 
he had before. Sometimes he is victorious and 
sometimes he is not—and those times of defeat are 
terribly black. He has failed Christ, failed Him 
so soon after that experience of surrender, after 
he told the Lord his life and will were His. Then 
another speaker comes into his life, and that mes- 
sage hits right on the sore spot. Again he knows 
the Spirit is speaking to his heart, and at the 
speaker’s invitation to be honest with himself and 
with those who know him, he feels impelled to 
go forward in surrender, and so he does. But ob- 
viously this cannot go on forever. Surrender is a 
turning point experience, and it seems absurd to go 
forward every time he attends victorious life or 
revival meetings—he feels so foolish. It becomes 
much easier to say to himself when the speaker is 
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driving home his point (with telling force, he has 
to admit), “Well, praise the Lord, I’ve taken that 
step.” 

Therefore what the speaker is saying doesn’t 
apply to him. Obviously it can’t. He is surrendered 
and if those things the speaker is talking about are 
evidences of an unsurrendered life, they certainly 
can’t apply to him. “Well, then, what’s bothering 
you?” something says to him, and he’s right back 
where he started. After many perturbed and con- 
fused moments, in meetings or when reading de- 
votional books, he finally has to face the fact that it 
is his sin, his problem these men are talking about, 
and instead of saying, “I’m surrendered, these 
things can’t apply to me,” he begins to admit, 
“These things do apply to me.” But what could that 
mean except that he is really unsurrendered? And 
yet he had surrendered, and made a “once for all 
offer” as Paul put it. What is the answer? 

Perhaps we should say one more thing as to the 
night of that Christian’s first decision. He remem- 
bers that the speaker said that was only the begin- 


ning, and expressed the hope that the decisions 
would bear fruit not only at that time but through- 
out all the coming years. Surrender, he had said, 
was something you must do every day. And he had 
made a mental note of that. But the next morning 
(or a month or a year from then) did he yield 
himself all over again? Of course not. For though 
the speaker had said surrender is for every day, the 
emphasis was on today. The impression left in the 
minds of his hearers was that tonight’s decision 
would be a lifetime decision. 

In one sense that is right: the first decision is a 
basis for and really includes all other decisions. 
But if the reason for the necessity of daily decision 
is not made clear, the force of the message may be 
that the first act of surrender precludes the neces- 
sity for other acts of surrender or else it makes 
them very easy and nothing to worry about. In 
other words, if one has surrendered in time past, he 
is surrendered now, but the first is not and never 
has been an effectual guarantee for the second. 

The truth is that the first decision is actual 


What causes the victorious life to bog down? 


George Williams suggests an answer. 








surrender only at the time of decision. At this time 
it is an act of the will made possible by the Holy 
Spirit. With respect to the future it is an act of 
faith in the One to whom the decision is entrusted, 
a belief that “He will keep that which is committed 
unto Him,” what might be called purposive sur- 
render. But it is plain that the decision we make 
for the future cannot be a prognostication of the 
future. Sin has had such an effect on mankind that 
none of us can expect to be entirely out of its reach 
in this life, though God be perfectly faithful. And 
in his First Epistle, John indicates that none of us 
is beyond the possibility of sin. What we will do 
and what we intend by God’s strength to do are 
different things, and in terms of the future it is 
the latter of these that should be our thought at 
the time of surrender. 

To say this, however, is not to minimize this 
once-for-all decision. For it is a completed deci- 
sion in the sense that it is the first time, that it is 
a committal of the whole heart, and without the 
foundation of this first soul-shaking committal, 
later surrender on specific issues would be impos- 
sible. Without the surrendered foundation, the light 
which would point out the more entrenched life of 
the flesh would be withheld. It could not do any 
good if the first basic step were not taken. 

The momentousness of our stand and the extent 
to which the stand has pierced our self life will 
depend on how much light we have had on our 
sinfulness. The more light, the greater the convic- 
tion; the harder the break with self, the deeper the 
sense of helplessness. We will cry with Paul, “Oh, 
wretched man that I am!” But then, when the crisis 
is over, the deliverance will have been greater and 
the surrender more inclusive. 

Any decision is made on the basis of the light 
given. Let us suppose that you had been a Christian 
for three months, and the Lord revealed to you 
something of your self life, and you surrendered 
then and there. Three years later God asked of 
you something which seemed as terrible as His de- 
mand that Abraham offer up his Son, Isaac, and 
after a period of the purest agony you yielded what 
He asked of you. The first decision included the 
whole life as far as you knew yourself—yes, but 
you didn’t know very much, and the last decision 
was harder by far to make than the first one. 

The hardest moment in the life of surrender may 
not be at the close of a conference or a series of 
meetings. It may come in the midst of everyday 
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living, when all at once God reveals the unfathomed 
depths of some portion of our lives, hitherto un- 
known and unyielded. This crisis many times comes 
in the form of a concrete life situation in which 
a conflict of wills becomes apparent and the choice 
of action must be made at that very moment. 

I believe that one flaw in many decisions which 
are made at victorious life meetings or conferences 
is that they are theoretical: the only course of ac- 
tion contingent upon them is one in the future. 
Therefore, the surrender made at the meeting will 
have its acid test at that future time...and that 
time will be the hardest moment for the man or 
woman who truly wants Christ to be first. When 
the light is the most penetrating, the issues the 
plainest, when what we say will necessarily affect 
what we do, the break will be the most difficult. But 
the decision will count for something. 

“The world has yet to see what God can do 
through a man completely surrendered to Him,” is 
the gist of a statement which challenged Dwight L. 
Moody. Did the one who made that statement doubt 
the sincerity of decisions for surrender he saw? 

Could our own resolutions to follow Christ all 
the way have been more sincere or total than they 
were at the time you or I made them? No, the 
trouble was not there. It came in the days that 
followed, in the new light they brought. The test 
lay in how much those days echoed the heart atti- 
tude of that first resolve. 

Possibly, what has been said is wide of the mark 
and not a true picture of today’s Christian experi- 
ence. If so, we may feel free to disregard it. But 
if it is true, some changes must be made. 

We who have considered ourselves as perfectly 
“willing to do His will,” and have said _glibly, 
“Thou, O Christ art all I want,” must face the pos- 
sibility that we are not entirely willing and that 
Christ has not been all we have wanted. We must 
go on from there to search out any unsurrendered 
places in our lives and do something about them. 
But we need not go through that first public ex- 
perience of surrendering ourselves unless our pur- 
pose to serve Christ has basically changed and we 
have fallen to the point where our testimony is a 
shame to the Church. 

If what has been said is true, we should, in our 
appeals to the unsurrendered, distinguish between 
the elements that go into our first committal and 
the elements that make up future times of crisis 
and decision. END 
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HUNT COUNSELS GRADUATES 

(Continued from page 17) 
is “The Faith” to be held and become possessed 
with the fact that Christianity is also “The Way” 
to be shared. 

Does this then constitute all that we could wish 
for our graduates? If you have received help dur- 
ing undergraduate days from Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, it surely seems that there is yet 
another area which ought to concern you. That is 
the continuing work of Inter-Varsity back on the 
campus which you'll be leaving in such a short time. 
There are several ways in which alumni can offer 
real help and encouragement. 


First, and most important, is faithfulness in 
prayer. It’s easy to mouth over the cliches, “Prayer 
changes things” or “prayer moves the arm of God,” 
and yet in practice fail to pray. You’ve just come 
through a battleground. You surely know that a 
spiritual battle is raging, and that much prayer is 
needed. So forget the theory about prayer, and 
spend time before God on behalf of the students 
on the college campuses, including the one you just 
left. Are you really concerned that Tony come to 
know the Savior? Ever think that God might still 
use you in his life—by means of prayer? Maybe 
you could meet with a group of alumni and spend 
one or two evenings a month praying for the work 
God wants to do through Inter-Varsity. 

If you’re going to be taking additional work in 
grad school, it might be that God would use you as 
a sort of unofficial staff member who might straight- 
en out the temperamental president of next year’s 
exec as you pray with and for him, helping him see 
the Biblical principles which are involved. 

Many of you will have homes which would be 
open to students; this is another area for furthering 
the gospel, especially with international students. 
If you don’t know whom to contact about this, just 
write to 1vCF headquarters and you will be informed 
about the local situation near your new residence. 

About Ginny getting up to Campus in the Woods 
...do you suppose that you might be able to put a 
little money in the camp scholarship fund as a 
practical expression of your concern? You are 
aware of the need for more staff workers. How 
about putting your shoulder to the wheel to help 
provide the means to care for the added financial 
load? While you were a student, staff members 
seemed to fall out of the skies—or off the bus—with 
no needs of which you were aware. But it is through 
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Christian friends, including alumni such as you, 
that God carries on this work. And don’t wait until 
you have your first hundred in the bank to give, if 
you're convinced of the work IvcF is doing. Begin 
regular giving to the Lord’s work, including 1vcF, 
with your first pay check. 
You might be among the few graduates who have 
a special call from God to student work. This means 
work beyond the scope of that suggested thus far. 
It will involve more of your time. It might mean 
helping to train the student Bible study leaders 
at the local chapter. Or you might lend a hand at 
IVCF conferences, cooking or providing transporta- 
tion. If you feel God is channeling you in this direc- 
tion, better get in touch with the local staff member 
to see where you'll be of most help. 
So what’s next? It’s your move, but be assured 
that Inter-Varsity wants God’s very best for you. 
END 


WINNING PARENTS 

(Continued from page 13) 
You for what Mother and Dad are going to be like 
when they are Christians. Help me not to be de- 
ceived by their outward appearances but to see 
them from Your perspective as potentially a new 
man and woman in Christ! 


SO THIS IS THE LOVE 
THAT NEVER FAILS! 

It seems so clear now that even though I might 
be given much new insight into the truth of the 
revelation, or although my experiences with God 
might be most unusual, or my knowledge of His 
Word comparatively outstanding, these things will 
pass quickly and have little lasting effect on Mother 
and Dad, or anyone else, unless there is love. 

How childish I have been as a Christian in my 
thinking, desires and actions, seeking to draw at- 
tention to myself and to have my parents conform 
to me and to my faith for my advantage. — Lord, 
You long for me to grow up, to mature as one who 
belongs to You in these areas. As far as Mother 
and Dad are concerned, may faith and hope be such 
an integral part of my relationship with them and 
with You that as friends there will be sharing and 
serving in every way, which will bring pleasure to 


all. 


YET ABOVE ALL 
Lord, love them through me, for love, Your love, 
never fails. END 
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, =f ie little village lay between the stony sad hills 
of the Gargano on the east coast of southern Italy. 

_ White and grey houses descended in file down the 
side of the slope, divided here and there by dirty 
little streets or stone steps. 

$<.‘ When we arrived, we found more than thirty 

me-*.’ children awaiting us, seated on the stairs of the 

little hall where we would hold the Bible school. 

te They were of all ages, and all had the air of being 

...: poor and neglected. Some of the older girls held in 
their arms a little brother in swathing clothes that 
“~ bandaged their legs tightly, while other children 
i clung to their skirts and with difficulty kept their 
:-, balance on thin little legs. They entered the hall in 
:.. a troop. The greater part had not yet gone to school, 
e" nor would they ever go. Few knew how to read; we 

“.* will not even speak of writing. No one knew how to 

«: express himself correctly in Italian. The dialect 
consisted of a pottage of incorrect Italian and Al- 
~ banian. 

They seated themselves on the benches. Many 
were not able to rest their feet on the floor, and their 
little brown- and grey-colored legs dangled in the 
v2” air. Every now and then a clog which served as a 
shoe slipped off and fell to the floor with a hollow 
thud. Then the owner descended from the bench to 
retrieve the missing footwear. The leg-waving con- 
% tinued. If the benches had been the right height, 
the feet would have rested on the floor, the blood 
would have flowed regularly to the brain, and the 
.« clogs would not have fallen off. Then the children 
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would have given greater attention to the lessons 
without the distraction of the leg-waving. But it 
was enough that there was room for all to sit. One 
would have to overlook many pedagogic principles 
and learn to do with less educational helps. 

Grazia came the second day. She was twelve 
years old and thereafter came faithfully to the last 
day. She had large black eyes, rounded a little as 
if with an expression of wonder. She held in her 
arms a baby boy of seven months, completely nude 
except for a large medallion hung around his neck 
with a string. She rocked him affectionately until 
he fell asleep. 

“Is he your little brother?” I asked her. 

“No, he is my nephew.” she replied, “my sister’s 
son. And this one also,” she continued, indicating 
to me another little one of a littke more than two 
years who was placidly sucking a tomato. 

Down here babies cost little. They are born regu- 
larly once a year in every family, consistently fed 
while the mother can nurse them and then are aban- 
doned to the streets. If they do not die within two 
or three years, they survive until old age. But to a 
mother who has had twelve or fourteen, there re- 
main usually only six or seven. And it is difficult 
to say if this is an evil or good. The last one often 
is feebleminded. 

Grazia was an intelligent child. She listened 
with open mouth to the gospel stories and learned 
without error the memory verses assigned each day. 
Day by day she opened as a flower blooming. It 


IN THE SUMMERTIME 


Christian students in Canada and the States often 
are busy in Christian work. In Italy Senorina 
Maria Teresa de Giustina travels south during 
university Vacation to tell children such as Grazia 
about Jesus Christ. 


Senorina de Giustina is a staff member of the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students, 
located at U. of Milan. With Miss Georgia 
Hesslink (who translated this article) she is 
seeking to pioneer university and secondary school 
Christian work. 


‘seemed that she had discovered a world of new 
things. 


For all those children the gospel was a discovery. 
They were evidently children without religious in- 
fluence of any kind. The Catholic Church was far 
from their homes and probably the parents made 
no effort to send their children. In all their homes 
was an image of the Sacred Heart, but none of the 
children knew who Christ was or what He had done. 
It was a new and fascinating experiment to seek to 
explain to them the simple Bible truths. It was 
necessary to find the simplest words and the most 
elementary illustrations to speak of sin, expiation, 
of redemption and purification by means of the 
blood of Christ. It was always necessary to accom- 
pany the explanations with a designed symbol— 
black hearts stood for sin, a white heart was a sym- 
bol of regeneration and purification, crosses and 


the Wordless Book. 


The capacity for reception of these children was 
limited to about three minutes. It was necessary 
therefore continually to vary the lesson. We stood 
up, sang keeping time with the feet, recited verses 
in rhythm or groups, acted out scenes from the 
Bible, etc. One could not permit a moment for 
breathing or distraction. To interrupt the lesson, if 
only for one minute, meant having to go out to 
collect again five or six little ones that had scattered 
on the street. 


But the discipline? These boys and girls did not 
know what it was. In all their lives there had not 
even been a shadow of it: when they were hungry 
they took a piece of bread and a tomato, when they 
were sleepy they proceeded to sleep. At ten at 
night they were still on the street and no one told 
them to go to bed. The smaller ones perhaps slept 
on the pavement. No one commands them, no one 
has taught them that it is not polite to interrupt the 
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one who is speaking. During the school they went 
out, they re-entered. Only in the last days did they 
understand that they should not. After that, if they 
remembered, they asked permission. Time for them 
did not exist; the school began at nine, but at seven 
they were already outside the door believing it was 
the hour to begin. 


But Grazia did not go and come. She sat quietly 
on the bench and listened without distraction. If 
the little nephew cried, she shook him as though 
she wanted to make butter out of that little milk 
that the baby had in his stomach; if he continued 
to cry, she walked up and down the length of the 
room without ceasing to repeat the verses, or sing 
the songs, or listen to the lesson. 


She had an acute perception of spiritual things. 
Once I explained the crucifixion. There was a rare 
silence in the room. 

“One day they took the Lord Jesus, they spit on 
Him, cursed Him, beat Him, and then they placed a 
heavy cross on His shoulder and brought Him to 
the top of a hill There they nailed Him on the cross. 
He had never done anything bad. He died in the 
place of all men with black and bad hearts and for 
them He shed all His blood.” (At this point I rested 
a red cross on the flannelboard. The attention 
doubled. Then I placed two black crosses, somewhat 
smaller at the sides of the red cross and continued 
to speak.) 

“Two other men were also crucified at the sides 
of the Lord Jesus. Two that we can be sure had 
killed someone. They insulted the Son of God who 
was dying without saying a bad word and mean- 
while pardoning those who killed Him. But at 
a certain point, one of these two” (and I indicated 
one of the black crosses) “began to watch that just 
and good man who was dying without cursing and 
began to think. ‘This man must not be wicked as 
we, he must not have done anything bad,’ and he 
began to scold his companion. ‘We deserve to be on 
the cross, but this man has done nothing evil.’ Then 
he turned toward the Lord and said to Him, ‘Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
And Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you that today you 
will be with me in Paradise.’ In that moment the 
heart of that man became white as the snow because 
he had believed in the Son of God and the blood of 
Christ had washed him clean from every sin.” 

I turned over one of the black crosses that was 
white on the back. Grazia’s eyes were shining while 
fixed on the three crosses. “And your heart can also 
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become white as snow if you let the Lord Jesus 
come in and wash you clean.” 

I prayed briefly and for the first time no one 
laughed. The message of the cross had touched 
those little hearts. 

The day after, while I cared for an infected foot 
of Grazia, cleaning an ugly wound full of dirt, the 
child said to me, “My heart is now clean.” I gave 
her a Gospel of John and urged her to read it. 

Evening came and her sister came to see me. She 
told me that she wanted to become an Evangelista 
and asked me for a dress and coat. I sought to ex- 
plain that I was not there to give gifts or to make 
proselytes in that manner but to tell of the Lord 
Jesus. Evidently she did not understand me; her 
thought was of the winter that was nearing. I 
promised to look in my closet at home. Other 
women told me her story. Her children were not of 
the same father. The mother of Grazia was also 
without a husband. They managed to make an ex- 
istence. 

The last day of the school the wind blew and it 
was cold. The children had colds and were cough- 
ing. One had a little jacket on. They were all with- 
out shoes. By this time they knew the verses and 


had learned to sing well. I told them the story of 
the Good Shepherd. I could not think of leaving 
them and they were sorry too that the school was 
over. Finally I sent them home. 

Grazia was the last to go. She remained for the 
care of her foot. The wound was almost healed. 
Then she departed also, limping, with the little 
nephew in her arms. 

Before leaving I saw her once again. She had 
filled her water pot at the fountain and was carry- 
ing it home holding it on her head. She slowly 
ascended the stony hill with the bandaged foot. 
The wind beat her little dress against her legs. She 
smiled from afar. I thought of that heart now 
“clean,” and I was filled with anguish. I sought to 
remember Paul’s words in Philippians 1:6: “. . . 
He which hath begun a good work in you will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ.” I held on to 
that promise for Grazia. 

For the Heavenly Father who thinks of the spar- 
rows in their nests and dresses the lilies of the field, 
it will not be difficult to care for that little lamp 
who for the first time had heard of His love and by 
that love had let herself be conquered. 

But my responsibility, was it finished? END 


Announcing a significant new book 


A SURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS 
by JOHN CALDWELL THIESSEN 


MORE THAN 500 PAGES 
INFORMATIVE 2-PAGE CHARTS 
BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES 

RELIGIONS OF WORLD 
GEOGRAPHICAL—POLITICAL—SOCIAL 


Photo by NORDLOF 


This book, just off the press, fills the gap which has existed since 1939 in missionar y 
literature. It is an up-to-date survey of the mission fields of the world which reflects 
the drastically altered world situation. A SURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS is 
scholarly and yet warm—a missionary survey which has prior to publication been 
accepted as the standard text on missions by several schools. The student praying 
about the field, the volunteer considering where—and under what society—God 
wants him to serve, the pastor who wants to be informed, the missionary-minded 
graduate, the missionary who wants information on other fields than his own: 


All these will be interested in ASURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS. 
PRICE: $5.95 See bonus offer on other side 
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THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF HIS 


will be the October issue, mailed at the end of 
September. His is only published during the 
academic year, October through June. 


if your mail address on September 25 will 
be the same as your present address, no 
action on your part is necessary. 


If your mail address on September 25 will be 
different from your present address and you know 
now what it will be, send in your new address 
(together with the old one) and you will have 
no interruption in receiving His. 


If your address on September 25 will be dif- 
ferent but you do not yet know what it will 
be, please write asking HIS to hold your 
magazine until you supply the correct new 
address. 


Each fall hundreds of copies of His are re- 
turned to our office or are lost because sub- 
scribers moved and did not supply us with their 
new addresses. Please help us to avoid this addi- 
tional work and expenditure. 


HIS Circulation 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10 
30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5 


His Book OFFER 

1444 North Astor e Chicago 10 
30 St. Mary Street ¢ Toronto 5 
Gentlemen: 

Please send me the following: 


____A Survey or WorLD Missions @ $5.95 


and send me free of charge the following bonus book: 


(check one) 


—__Tue Conqgueror’s Way (Victorious Christian Life) 
by H. W. Cragg (80 pp., $1.00) 


—___FaitH oF A CurisTIAN (Outline of Christian Belief) 
by H. M. Cundy (112 pp., $1.00) 


—— Heirs Tocetuer (Christian Approach to Sex) 
by W. M. Capper & H. M. Morgan (118 pp., $1.00) 


(offer expires August 31, 1955) 


_—___Check/ Money Order enclosed 
(will be sent postpaid) 


____ Bill me 


ON isin rmecinnsas =a 
ADDRESS_____ 
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THIS LIFE WE SHARE 
(Continued from page 3) 

No Christian couple will evade God’s blessing of 
children; and when they enter the home, a fresh 
opportunity for growth appears. We hear a great 
deal about the growth and development of children; 
perhaps someone will write on “The Growth and 
Development of Parents.” Unless one plainly shirks 
his responsibility, growth is inevitable. 

Clearly this Christian marriage may be a glorious 
experience, but it is not a smooth prize easily won. 
Nevertheless, with obedience to Christ, planning, 
patience and growth you may work out the loveliest 
human relationship with ever deepening satisfaction 
and usefulness. As you give yourself to this Chris- 
tian vocation you will demonstrate the living pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ and make it easier for a cynical 
world to trust in the only Lord of Life. 

“My prayer for you is that you may have still 
more love—a love that is full of knowledge and 
wise insight. I want you to be able always to recog- 
nize the highest and the best, and to live sincere and 
blameless lives until the Day of Jesus Christ. I 
want to see your lives full of true goodness, pro- 
duced by the power that Jesus Christ gives you to 
the praise and glory of God” (Phil. 1:9-11, Phillips 
paraphrase). END 
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1444 North Astor e Chicago 10 
Gentlemen: 

Please send me the following: 


____New Bi1sLE CoMMENTARY @ $7.95 
edited by G. T. Manley 


____New BisLe HANpBooK @ $3.75 
by G. T. Manley 


____SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES @ $3.75 
by G. T. Manley & H. W. Oldham 


—____All three of the above books 
regular price $15.45 


at special price of $11.95 
(offer expires August 31, 1955) 


Total Amount $— _ 
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(will be sent postpaid) 
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ness, messengers of grace. What is your response? Make Isaiah’s prayer 


your own (Isaiah 6:8), 


SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

JOHN—INTRODUCTION: The fourth Gospel contains less narrative material 
than any of the other three Gospels, but each event in John’s record was 
especially chosen to illustrate the deity of our Lord. Read and memorize 
John 20:31. As you read this book note and record how often Jesus speaks 
of God, the Father, as “Him that sent Me.” With each day’s reading ask 
yourself: (a) how does this portion teach or relate to the deity of Christ? 
(b) of what importance is the deity of Jesus Christ to me? 


MONDAY, JUNE 6 

JOHN 1:1-5 (1) Cp. this passage with Gen. 1:1-5. Is it new to you that 
Jesus of Nazareth is also the Creator of the world? See Col. 1:16, 17. 
(2) What two symbolic names are given to Jesus in this section? What do 
these names mean to you? (3) Read II Cor. 4:6 and relate it to Gen. 1:3 
and John 1:4. What two creative acts of God are compared here? (4) 
What is meant by “light” and “darkness”? (“Comprehended it not” is 
otherwise translated, “was not able to overcome it.”) (5) What is the “light 
of men”? Are you in Light or darkness? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 7 

JOHN 1:6-18 (1) Who commissioned John? What was his specific job? (2) 
V. 10 combines Christ’s pre-existent work with His incarnate ministry. Is 
the word “world” used similarly each time in this verse? (3) Who are “his 
own”? (4) Vv. 12, 13 are often used in explaining how a person may be 
“born again.” What particular steps in this experience are emphasized in 
these verses? Explain “born of blood,” “the will of flesh,” and “the will 
of man.” (5) From vv. 14-18 what is the purpose of Christ’s appearance in 
flesh? What do “grace” and “truth” mean? (6) Cp. wv. 14 and 18. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 

JOHN 1:19-34 (1) What characteristics of John the Baptist are revealed in 
this section? (2) Notice John’s clear consciousness of his calling. How 
did he fulfill his ministry as the “forerunner” of Christ? Are you certain 
what your job in the world is in relationship to Christ, and are you faith- 
fully doing that work each day? (3) In what way was John’s baptizing a 
preparation for the appearance of Christ? (4) Notice the presence of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit at the baptism of the Son. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 9 

JOHN 1:35-51 (1) Trace the chain reaction that brought the following men 
to Christ: Two disciples, Simon Peter, Philip, Nathanael. (2) Notice how 
personal Jesus’ remarks are to each of them. What else indicated His deep 
interest in these men? (3) Write out and compare their testimonies con- 
cerning Him. (4) Do you think Philip’s answer to Nathanael (v. 46) was 
a good one? Why? How does Jesus overcome Nathanael’s prejudice? (5) 
What suggestions can you take from these examples to help you in present- 
ing Christ to others? 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 

JOHN 2:1-11 (1) This miracle demonstrated Jesus’ power over created sub- 
stance. See John 1:1-5 again. (2) What “hour” does Jesus speak of in v. 4? 
(3) If we would see the manifestation of Jesus’ glory (v. 11) we must obey 


2 


His care ot His people, through provision of a place for them all. The 
“Holy City” concept has been exalted in song and literature. (1) What 
great point is emphasized repéatedly (vv. 4-6)? (2) Can “birth” be the 
basis for admission of Rahab (Egypt), Babylon, etc., if physical birth is 
the basis for this citizenship? Cp. John 1:12, 13. (3) Try to visualize the 


complete satisfaction involved to those of the arid countries to know that 
“All my springs are in you” expresses a true relationship to God Himself. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

psALM 89 (1) Explain in your own words what the writer intends to be the 
basis for his praise (vv. 1, 2). (2) On what basis does he dare to speak 
(vv. 3, 4)? (3) Note that his praise-giving can be grouped into three 
parts: heavenly things (vv. 5-9), creation (vv. 10-14) and men (vv. 15-18). 
(4) What is God guaranteeing to do (vv. 19-37)? (5) Are there conditions 
or provisions for real failure (v. 33)? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

psALM 92 A delightful and majestic hymn chanted every Sabbath after the 
Return from Babylon. (1) Note what can be learned of God’s nature from 
the description of the “wicked man.” (2) Compare what is said of the 
wicked and his transience with the solid establishment of the righteous 
(vv. 12-14). (3) Where is the righteous man established (v. 13)? What 
is the parallel for us? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

psALM 107:1-32 (1) Vv. 1-3 express heartfelt thanks for God’s answer to 
the prayer of Psalm 106:47. Cp. Luke 17:11-19. Are such “sacrifices of 
thanksgiving” (v. 22) an integral part of my relationship to Him? Cp. 
I Pet. 2:5; Heb. 13:15. (2) Four types of experience in Jewish history are 
listed which elicit praise to God (vv. 4-9, 10-16, 17-21, 22-32). What ex- 
periences in my life compare with these and evoke a similar response? (3) 
What do I learn from the consistent pattern of vv. 6-8, 13-15, 19-21, 28-31, 
which will help me in trouble? Cp. Rom. 10:13; Psalm 50:15, 23. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

PSALM 107:33-43 (1) Notice the evidences of God’s sovereignity in nature 
and history (vv. 33-41). Cp. Is. 43:18-21. (2) He allows prosperity and 
poverty. Why will “the righteous see it and rejoice” (v. 42)? How does 
it indicate His lovingkindness (v. 43) ? Why should sin be inhibited (v. 42) ? 
(3) Do I have this type of wisdom (v. 43)? Cp. Matt. 7:24-29; James 
1:5, 6; I Cor. 1:30. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

PSALM 108 (1) Portions of two Psalms (Ps. 57:7-11 and 60:5-12) are joined 
in an expression of worship to God. Notice the place of both personal (v. 2) 
and public (v. 3) praise. Why is David’s heart so “fixed” on God (vv. 4, 
5, 7, 11-13)? Cp. Phil. 4:4; Rev. 5:13. (2) Is there any relationship between 
rejoicing in His holiness (v. 7a) and having such confidence in His ability 
(vv. 11-13)? 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

PsALM 109 (1) What characterizes David’s enemies (vv. 1-5)? Should I be 
surprised if I have similar experiences? See John 15:18-25. (2) May wv. 
6-20 help me soberly to realize to some extent the desperate consequences 
of evil and ask God to deliver me daily from its power. See Gal. 6:7, 8; 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 16 

JOHN 4:43-54 (1) Why did Jesus go to Galilee? Why was He received 
there? What other work had He done in Cana? (2) How far is Capernaum 
from Cana? (If you don’t have a map, v. 52 gives a clue.) What does this 
indicate as to the publicity of Jesus’ return to Galilee? (3) Why did Jesus 
not go to the sick boy? Cp. John 11:6. (4) What demonstrated the father’s 
faith in Jesus’ word? (5) Is there a difference between the father’s faith 
in v. 50 and in v. 53? Explain your answer. (6) What other fruit was born 
of this miracle? See v. 58. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 17 


JOHN 5:1-16 (1) Why did the infirm man reply to Jesus’ question (v. 6) 
as he did (v. 7)? Cp. John 4:10. (2) Do you think the infirm man ex- 
hibited faith in order to be healed? (3) What is the attitude of the Jews to 
the restored man? What should it have been, considering his lengthy in- 
firmity? Are we sometimes critical of others concerning the minutiae of 
religious observances when we ought rather to rejoice with them in new- 
found deliverance? (4) What was the healed man’s attitude toward the 
Jews? (5) What is the significance of Jesus’ statement to the man later 


on in the temple? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 18 


JOHN 5:17-30 (1) Cp. Phil. 2:6 with John 5:18. (2) List all the relation- 
ships described between the Father and the Son in these verses. (3) V. 23 
may be used as a test of many falsely-called “Christian” sects. How does 
your own faith measure up by this test ? (4) V. 25 and v. 28 each speak 
of an “hour coming.” Do they refer to the same hour? Give reasons for 
your answer. (5) Distinguish between the “dead” in v. 25 and “they that 
are in the tombs” in v. 28. What is said about each group? (6) Memorize 


5:24. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 19 

JOHN 5:31-47 (1) What four witnesses does Jesus cite in this section? Why 
does He need witnesses? (2) What claims does Jesus substantiate by His 
works? Cp. John 5:36 with John 14:10, 11. (3) See John 2:11, 9:3, 11:4. 
Here we are given explicit statements as to the purpose of the “works.” 
Notice that twice Jesus spoke these words before performing the miracles, 
(4) Why is it impossible to believe in Jesus Christ if you receive glory of 
men (v. 44)? (5) Vv. 46, 47 are strong testimony to the authority and in- 
tegrity of the Pentateuch. Did you realize that Moses wrote of Christ? See 
Luke 24:44. 


MONDAY, JUNE 20 

JOHN 6:1-15 (1) This is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels. John 
alone includes the discourse on the Bread of Life. Try to picture the throng- 
ing masses that continually pressed around Jesus during this period of pop- 
ularity. What was His control under constant strain? See Mark 6:31. How 
can you avoid hasty words, irritation, etc. under the pressures of a busy 
life? See Isaiah 26:3. (2) In what respect was Jesus’ question to Philip a 
test (vv. 5, 6)? Did Philip pass the test? Did Andrew? When you are 
faced with “impossible” demands what is your first resource? Who should 
it be? 


4 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

1 JOHN 3:11-24 (1) For the story of Cain and Abel see Genesis 4. What 
are some possible “civilized” means of murdering your brother? How does 
God regard hatred (v. 15)? (2) In contrast, if you really love your brother, 
how will you express it (vv. 17, 18)? (3) Vv. 19-24. What must be the 
characteristics of your life that will give you confidence before God and 
the assurance that your prayers will be answered? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

1 JOHN 4:1-12 (1) What three tests does the Apostle give for determining 
whether a person truly knows God (vv. 2, 6, 7)? Do you know Him? (2) 
What wonderful truth can you claim by faith today as you face attitudes 
and teaching opposed to the Christian message (v. 4)? (3) “God is love” 
is a phrase much used today. V. 10. What is the highest expression of God’s 
love toward us? If you have submitted yourself to God’s love how will it 
affect your life? 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

1 JOHN 4:13-21 (1) John repeats the two basic tests for knowing that God 
abides in your life. What are they (vv. 15, 16)? Is it possible to have one 
without the other and truly belong to God? (2) List all the effects of 
Christian love in a person’s life. How does love dispel fear (v. 18)? (3) 
What is the true source of this love (v. 16)? (4) Someone has said “Love 
wears overalls—not a Sunday suit.” How would you explain this statement 
in the light of v. 20? 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

1 JOHN 5:1-12 (1) What is promised to the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God (vv. 1,9)? What does John mean by the word 
“world”? Cp. I John 2:15-17. (2) Do you have the faith that carries you 
triumphantly through the temptations and discouragements of the world? 
(According to all the early Greek manuscripts, v. 7 should not be in the 
King James Version.) (3) Notice the five witnesses in vv. 8, 9. To what do 
they all give testimony (vv. 6, 11)? Have you believed their testimony? 
What is the result, if you believe; if you don’t (v. 12)? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

1 JOHN 5:13-21 (1) Has John’s purpose in writing this letter been accom- 
plished in your life? (2) How can you be confident that God will grant 
your prayer requests (vv. 14, 15)? (3) Do you see any relation between 
John’s emphasis on love for your brother and the suggested prayer request 
in v. 16? How do you react when you see a brother sin? Cp. v. 16b with 
Matt. 12:31, 32. (4) Notice the three great truths beginning with “we 
know” in vv. 18-20. Can you include yourself with John in this knowledge? 
(Note v. 18: “does not sin” literally means “does not keep sinning.” Cp. 
Chapter 1:8ff.) 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

11 JOHN (1) The second and third letters of John concern traveling teachers 
and evangelists. In those days even strangers were received into homes as 
guests because the ancient inns were often few and not usually of good 
repute. (2) John rejoices to find some walking in the truth, but what does 
he indicate may have been lacking in their zeal for the truth (v.5)? “Love 
without truth becomes sentimental tolerance, but truth without love is 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 





HIS, JUNE, 1955 


Acts 2:4)? (3) What is the source of confusion in vv. 41, 42? What warn- 
ing can you take from this example to help prevent many futile arguments? 
(4) V. 45 is the sequel to v. 32. Are the Pharisees satisfied with the officers’ 
answer? (5) How is Nicodemus’ recommendation received? 

MONDAY, JUNE 27 

JOHN 8:1-11 (1) How does this incident confirm John 3:17? (2) Describe 
the attitude of the accusers before and after Jesus’ words. What caused 
the change? Let v. 7 speak to your heart before accusing another of sin. 
(3) Cp. John 8:5 with John 7:19. Jesus has already shown the Jews their 
failure to keep the Mosaic Law. He now proves them to be abiding by the 
letter rather than the spirit of the law. See II Cor. 3:6-9. (4) In this story 
sin is the great leveler, putting the scribes and Pharisees on the same plane 
with the adulterous woman. Did Jesus overlook sin or uncover it? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 28 

JOHN 8:12-30 (1) Cp. v. 12 with John 9:5 and Matt. 5:14. What is the 
progression of these thoughts? Memorize John 8:12. (2) Cp. v. 19 with John 
14:7-11. (3) With what part of Jesus’ statement in v. 21 were the Pharisees 
most concerned? What should have been their concern? Note the repetition 
of the phrase “ye shall die in your sins.” (4) Vv. 24, 28. What is signified 
by the words “I am he”? (5) Jesus’ testimony in vv. 28, 29 presents a 
perfect pattern for the life of a child of God. How does your life measure 
up to this standard? 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 

JOHN 8:31-47 (1) What are three results of “abiding in My word”? From 
what are we freed by the Truth? Cp. wv. 32 and 36. (2) What are the 
works of Abraham that should be manifest in his spiritual children? (3) 
What is the difference between Abraham’s seed and Abraham’s children 


(v. 39)? See Gal. 3:7; Rom. 4:11, 12. (4) Account for the transfer in the 
Jews’ claims from v. 39 to v. 41. (5) Jesus sets forth two spiritual families. 
Contrast them in two parallel columns. What does this passage teach about 
the true Fatherhood of God (John 1:12)? (6) How does v. 47 develop the 
thought of v. 43? Cp. I Cor. 2:12-14. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 30 

JOHN 8:48-59 (1) Cp. 7:21 and 8:48, 52. Jesus answers this accusation 
fully in Mark 3:22-30. (2) What confusion arises over v. 51? What is 
“my saying’? See v. 55b. (3) Read Phil. 2:9: Col. 1:17, 18; Rev. 5:12, 
13 for a commentary on v. 54. (4) What was proof that these Pharisees 
knew not God (v. 55)? (5) Read Ex. 3:13, 14. Jesus ascribes this most 
sacred name of God to Himself in v. 58. What is the significance of His 
statement? How did the Jews react? Read John 20:31 again. 


FRIDAY, JULY 1 

JOHN 9:1-17 (1) What did the disciples believe was the cause of human 
suffering? Is this view common today? What other cause did Jesus teach? 
The “works of God were manifest” in the healing of the blind man; the 
grace of God was displayed in the suffering of Paul. See II Cor. 12:9. 
Read Romans 8:28. Is this your attitude toward affliction? (2) Note the 
simplicity of the testimony in v. 11. State in equally simple terms what 
Jesus has done for you. Can your testimony become more effective by 
eliminating explanations and sticking only to the facts? 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 

I PETER 3:1-12 (1) Deliberately compare your list of the characteristics of 
a good wife with God’s standard. How similar are your values and His? 
Christians are commanded not to marry non-Christians. See II Cor. 6:14. 
The women to whom this letter was written had become Christians after 
marrying unbelievers. (2) Note the importance of a Christian’s readiness 
to subordinate himself to others. (3) What commands are given to hus- 
bands (vv. 7-11)? What is the condition for prayers that please God? (4) 
V. 9 refers to the “call.” What specifics of this pesitive “calling” can you 
find in v. 8. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 

I PETER 3:13-4:6 (1) Connect vv. 14, 15 with v. 22. What is Christ’s right 
to Lordship? In your heart do you reverence Him as Lord? (The “heart” 
includes mind, appreciations, will.) (2) List the ways His Lordship is 
evidenced by your everyday behavior (vv. 13-17). (3) With what thought 
are you to “shield” yourself? Why? What is the purpose of this suffering? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

I PETER 4:7-11 (1) Qn what basis does the writer caution the Christians? 
Do you expect Christ’s return? Vv. 7, 8. What attitudes and actions are 
primary? (2) What attitude does God insist upon in your use of talents 
He has given you (v. 11)? Do you need to get right with God about your 
past attitudes in this connection? 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

I PETER 4:12-19 (1) Describe the nature of the experience these believers 
can expect. Can you ever expect this? What is God’s purpose for you in 
such experiences? What attitudes does God look for in the life of the 
Christian who suffers in His will? Discover five. Why can you rejoice? 
Can you know Christ and be free from suffering? See Phil. 3:7-11. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29 

I PETER 5:1-11 (1) Vv. 1-5. What attitudes characterize the older Christian 
(note accent on Christ's return), the younger Christian? What will happen 
if you don’t “clothe” yourself with humility? (2) Write out vv. 6-11 in 
your own words. How are you to react to your enemy? V. 10. “The God 
of all grace who has called you” will intimately care for you in relation to 
your suffering. He is dominant over all, including the devil (v. 11). 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 30 

I PETER 5:12-14 (1) What has been declared here as “the true grace of 
God”? (2) Read through the book again, considering such a theme as 
“God has called me” or “I am set apart to obey Jesus Christ”—or a theme 
of your own choice. Summarize your theme in a short paragraph, pointing 
particularly to what the Lord has said to you in this letter. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 

psALM 85 (1) How has God blessed His people (vv. 1-4)? (2) Yet often 
what specific requests (vv. 4-8) must I still make of God even though I 
recognize Him already as the God of my salvation (v. 4) and the author 
of much blessing? In v. 6 notice the purpose of true revival. (3) What 
enables me to hear when God speaks (v. 8)? What is His message (vv. 
8-13)? Note the wonderful relationships in vv. 10, 11 and consider how 
they have been perfectly fulfilled in the Lord Jesus and in our life in Him. 
Cp. John 1:14-17; 14:27; Rom. 3:22-26; II Cor. 5:21. 
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omniscience or omnipotence, and those that portray frailty and humanity. 
(3) Cp. the actions and words of the two sisters. Why did they greet Jesus 
with the identical statement? (4) What did Martha comprehend of Jesus’ 
statement in vv. 25, 26? How do you understand it? Distinguish between 
“resurrection” and “life.” Memorize John 11:25, 26. 


FRIDAY, JULY 8 

JOHN 11:38-46 (1) Why did Jesus weep at Lazarus’ grave? (2) How does 
Martha’s remonstrance (v. 39) prove her lack of faith in and understanding 
of Jesus’ great promise in vv. 25, 26? (3) For whose benefit did Jesus pray 
(vv. 41, 42)? What petition does His prayer contain? (4) Contrast the 
revival of Lazarus and the resurrection of Jesus Christ as to: (a) power by 
which performed; cp. John 10:18. (b) removal of grave stone; cp. John 
21:1. (c) state of grave clothes; cp. John 20:6, 7. (d) extent of victory 
over death; (e) in what body raised. See I Cor. 15:21; 35-50. (5) From 
Col. 1:15, 18 consider Christ’s unique position as first-born of every creature 
and first-born from the dead. 


SATURDAY, JULY 9 

JOHN 11:47-57 (1) From vv. 45, 46 what two reactions did this miracle 
produce? (2) Of what were the Pharisees afraid? Do you fear earthly, 
temporal powers more than God? (3) By what power did Caiaphas pro- 
phesy (v. 51)? How did Caiaphas mean his words? How is the statement 
expanded by the Holy Spirit? Has the purpose for which Christ died yet 
been fully realized? (4) How is the Jews’ pursuit of Jesus intensified from 
this time onward? Why did Jesus resort to wilderness places? For what 
was He waiting? 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

JOHN 12:1-11 (1) Three hundred denarii is the equivalent of a year’s wages. 
Consider the attitude of Mary and Judas toward Jesus. What made the 
difference? What is my attitude toward Jesus? What do we learn from 
Jesus’ attitude toward Mary, toward Judas? (2) A miracle had been per- 
formed before the eyes of the chief priests. Had this brought them to be- 
lief? Why? Why are people no different today who say, “Show me a mir- 
acle and I'll believe”? How should this affect my witness? Who is my 
message ? 


MONDAY, JULY 11 

JOHN 12:12-26 (1) The first Palm Sunday was a fulfillment of an ancient 
prophecy. Cp. Zechariah 9:9. Many who acclaimed Christ called for His 
crucifixion a few days later. Cp. John 19:15. How deeply rooted is my 
allegiance to Jesus? (2) What is the lesson in Jesus’ statement about the 
grain of wheat? Am I dying daily to self? If not, could this be the reason 
for the lack of fruit in my life? (3) What are the requirements for serving 
Jesus Christ (vv. 25, 26)? Have I met them? What will be the assured 
result of my serving Him? 

TUESDAY, JULY 12 

JOHN 12:27-43 (1) Was Jesus’ impending death an accident? Why? See 
vv. 27-33. Cp. Mark 10:45. (2) What was the relationship between Jesus 
and the Father? (3) What did Jesus say would result from His death 
(vv. 31, 32)? How does this glorify or honor the Father? (4) Jesus calls 
Himself “the light” (v. 35). Cp. John 8:12. Think of the ways in which 
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promises were being given through a nation. (4) Is the individual standard 
for me today any less high, if God is truly unchanging? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

PSALM 59 Three parallel portions divide the Psalm. (1) What does the 
writer desire for himself (vv. 1, 2, 4b, 5, 10)? (2) How does he describe 
his enemy and relationship with his enemy (vv. 3, 4a, 6, 7, 14, 15)? (3) 
Why is it important that the enemy be punished and so obviously (v. 13b) ? 
(“Slay them not” in v. 11 means not to use a means of quick death.) Each 
division has a section of petition, of description of the enemy and praise 
for God. (4) Summarize the characteristics of God in vv. 8-10 and 16, 17. 
(V. 10, “prevent” means meet or go before.) (5) What does it mean to me 
that He “has been” fortress (high place or tower) and refuge and “is” now? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 15 

PSALM 60 This prayer (Miktam) is unique in being labeled “for instruc- 
tion,” and the latter 8 verses are repeated in Psalm 108. The place names 
and word about Joab may tie this in with II Sam. 8. There is fear that the 
many promises are not being fulfilled, and reverses are the order of the day. 
(1) What shows that these may be justified (v. 1)? The names all refer 
to various promises in a composite form, and to the power God has over 
nations and cities. (2) Consider for a moment the difference to us day by 
day if we honestly believed that God’s help alone was enough (v. 11) for 
us to “do valiantly.” Cp. Rom. 1:16. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 

PSALM 61 An exiled King looks to God while his faithless, beloved son 
controls the kingdom. (1) Note each request he makes and the reason for 
it. (2) Consider each carefully again. Which are in relation to God? (3) 
What does he desire for “the king”? (4) What difference would all these 
make in any believer's life if truly answered? The rock (v. 2) is better 
described as “too high for me.” (5) What does this show further of God’s 
ability? (6) Note the confidence of the writer in the answers (v. 8). 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 

I PETER: INTRODUCTION When Peter wrote this letter (63-64 A.D.) believ- 
ers had been scattered throughout the provinces. They had no real “home” 
and their allegiance to Jesus Christ guaranteed them painful difficulties with 
the strangers among whom they lived as unwelcome exiles, The letter which 
probably arrived just before Nero began a general persecution of the Chris- 
tians, was written to remind them that they did indeed “belong,” having 
been chosen by God to be His own people, and that they now had a “living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” God through 
Peter tells them of the utter necessity of a blameless walk with Jesus Christ 
for the sake of His reputation among their non-Christian abusers. Read 
through the epistle. As you begin thank God for the aliveness and perma- 
nence of His Word. Expect Him to touch you with the eternal life resident 
in His Word. Expect Him to effect permanent changes in you. Talk with 
God about it in some detail. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 

1 PETER Read the epistle again. (1) Do you know what it’s like to be 
unknown and hated? If not, you probably will some day. Put yourself in 
the position of one of these exiled Christians. (2) What might be some of 
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promise does He make to His disciples? Am I living each day in the joy 
of anticipation of Jesus’ coming again for me? (2) What claim does Jesus 
make for Himself in answer to Thomas’ question? What claim does Jesus 
make in answer to Philip’s question? What are the implications of these 
claims? How can man come to God and know Him? How should this affect 
my witness? What should be central? 


TUESDAY, JULY 19 

JOHN 14:12-24 (1) How can one know if he really loves Christ (vv. 15, 21, 
23)? How does my profession of love for the Lord stand this test? How 
may I know His commands so that I can obey? (2) What do you learn 
about the Holy Spirit from vv. 16, 17? (3) Jesus promised to return to the 
disciples after His resurrection. What significance did His triumph over 
death have for the disciples? for us (v. 19)? (4) Why did Jesus say He 
would not show Himself to the world? What is the basic prerequisite for 
one to receive God’s revelation? 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 

JOHN 14:25-31 (1) How did the promise of the Holy Spirit help to allay 
the fears of the disciples about Jesus’ departure? Have I experienced the 
Holy Spirit in my life? (2) In what ways does the peace that Jesus gives 
differ from that given by the world? Am I experiencing His constant peace 
in changing circumstances? (3) Vv. 30, 31. What is taught about the 
Father, Christ, Satan, the world? Since we as believers are united with 
Christ, what power has Satan over us (v. 30)? 


THURSDAY, JULY 21 

JOHN 15:1-11 (1) Who is the vine? the vinedresser? the branches? What 
is the relationship of each to the other? What are the results of abiding in 
Christ? of not abiding in Christ? How can I abide in Christ (v. 10)? (2) 
How is the Father glorified? Is my life bringing glory and honor to Him? 
(3) What is the measure of Jesus’ love for me (v. 9)? Meditate on this 
fact. What is my response to this overwhelming love? Why did Jesus say 
these things? How does having Jesus’ joy within make our joy full? The 
next time you are feeling low, take a few minutes quietly to meditate on 
who Jesus is and what He has done for you. Fulness of joy will flood your 
soul. 


FRIDAY, JULY 22 

JOHN 15:12-17 (1) What should be the extent of our love to one another? 
What is the motive? Cp. Eph. 4:32. Am I obeying this commandment? 
(2) What is the greatest love a man can express (v. 14)? How does God’s 
love transcend the highest human love? See Romans 5:7, 8. (3) Contrast 
a servant and a friend in terms of privilege. What should it mean for me 
in daily experience to be the “friend” of God? Am I a friend of Jesus 
today v. 14)? (4) In our appointment for service where does the initiative 
lie? Why has He chosen me? Am I experiencing fruitfulness daily? 


SATURDAY, JULY 23 

JOHN 15:18-27 (1) Jesus speaks of His disciples’ relationship to the world. 
Why were the disciples to expect hatred from the world? If my life and 
witness are not received by my non-Christian friends is it because of Jesus 
Christ or my own attitude and actions? (2) Is it possible to love God, the 
Father, but to hate Jesus? Why? (3) What should be my attitude when 
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did the implied threats of vv. 12, 15 cause him to fear? Do I ever do some- 
thing I am uneasy about in preference to what I know is right because of 
what other people might think or do? How can I overcome this tendency. 
See Proverbs 29:25. (2) “Then he handed him over” (v. 16). In one 
moment Pilate’s whole moral fibre collapsed. How does a time of crisis 
merely reveal what is already in one’s character? Do I see the importance 
of “little” decisions as a foundation for the bigger ones? 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 

JOHN 19:23-30 (1) Note the fulfillment of prophecies concerning Christ in 
the whole story of the crucifixion. How do they confirm that Jesus is the 
Christ? Why would the fulfillment of v. 24 have been impossible to “stage”? 
Meditate on God’s concern for details as it involves your life. (2) What 
human aspect of our Lord’s character is shown in vv. 25-27? Remember the 
agony He is in! (3) Meditate on the scope of Jesus’ last words as it 
affects you, the world, Satan, the Father, etc. (4) How was Jesus’ death as 
much a miracle as His birth (v. 30) and a final witness to His identity? 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 

JOHN 19:31-42 (1) What details given here show conclusively that Jesus 
actually died? Again note the Scripture fulfilled. (2) Why did Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus bury Jesus? Trace the growth of Nicodemus’ 
belief, John 3:1-16, 7:50 and here. Is my belief and knowledge of Jesus 
growing? (2) Consider how inconceivable it would have been for all this 
to take place if Jesus were not actually dead. (3) How was the burial of 
Jesus fitting for a King? Worship Him as King today. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 

JOHN 20:1-10 (1) What evidence do we have here that the followers of 
Jesus were not expecting the resurrection? (2) What is revealed about 
Mary by her action in coming to the tomb? What was her reaction to the 
open tomb? Whom did she mean by “they” (v. 2)? (3) The “other dis- 
ciple” was undoubtedly John. Compare him with Peter in this episode. (4) 
What was it that produced belief in John? Is it likely that the enemies of 
Jesus would have carefully unwrapped the body and left the linen cloths 
neatly arranged if they had stolen the body? What was the explanation for 
the cloths as they were? 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 

JOHN 20:11-23 (1) Was Mary expecting the resurrection? What about the 
rest of the disciples? Note how the psychological conditions necessary to 
hallucination are completely absent. Rather than the resurrection being a 
self-projection, they were convinced against their wills that Jesus had risen. 
What finally convinced Mary? What was her response? Is this my response 
as one who has seen the Lord spiritually? (2) How did Jesus’ words as 
well as His appearance assure them? How do I share in the commission 
He gave to the disciples (v. 21)? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 8 

JOHN 20:24-31 (1) Observe the stubbornness of Thomas’ character and by 
contrast the gentleness and patience of Jesus in showing Himself to Thomas. 
Consider Jesus’ patience with us before we believed. (2) How do we know 
that Thomas’ doubt was honest? What finally convinced him? What was 
Thomas’ response? Has this been my response to the Lord? (3) What 
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GLORIA DEI 


(Continued from inside back cover) 

You mentioned Bach awhile back. Can you imagine 
a bunch of teenagers singing Bach? 

Probably not. But do you think the Church’s 
musical standards should be dictated by teen-age 
tastes?—But to come back to God’s glory, even if 
the Christians who sing “He’s a-Wooin’ Me” sing 
it for God’s glory, I’m still not convinced that the 
song itself glorifies God. The very opposite may be 
true as the standards of God’s people slip down to a 
low worldly level, and as the world judges the 
Church and the Church’s God by our art forms. 

Come on now—Murph Meyers composed it for God's 
glory, Christians sing it for God’s glory. What more 
do you want? 

I guess I want something that you'd find in 
Solomon’s Temple, or in Handel’s Messiah or Michel- 
angelo’s Old Testament paintings. A certain quality 
that is big enough and glorious enough for God, that 
makes the world stop and catch its breath. I think 
the Christian arts in recent generations have made 
the world sort of gag—at least those who have high 
standards. 

But aren’t there any Christians who are good in 
these fields? And if there are, why are the Christian 
arts in such sad shape as you claim? 

There are lots of qualified Christian artists and 
musicians. Each year a new batch is graduated from 
the top American professional schools. What are 
they doing? Why, designing automobiles in Detroit, 
illustrating magazine articles in New York, teaching 
music in Los Angeles. Doing what other artists do 
to make a living. 

Why doesn’t some of their talent and training spill 
over into the Christian arts? Seems to me if there are 
all those Christian artists and musicians around, 
standards shouldn’t be so low. 

I think one reason is the non-Biblical distinction 
between sacred and secular that plagues our age. 
A man’s life is divided into his professional work 
and his Christian duties, and the two are often like 
oil and water. But I think there are other reasons too. 

Such as— 

The general lack of creative Christian thinking in 
the arts, for one thing. Why shouldn’t a Christian 
musician compose a Creation symphony based upon 
the early chapters of Genesis? Or an Isaiah oratorio? 
Why doesn’t some Christian artist spend his spare 
time during the next ten years—or thirty years— 
producing a series of paintings of the various people 
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who knew Jesus? 

But is it all the artists’ fault? 

Of course not. I think a certain attitude on the 
part of Christians discourages creative art. Tradi- 
tional art forms and technics aren’t necessarily God- 
ordained and permanent. We shouldn’t expect a 
twentieth century /saiah oratorio to follow Handel’s 
style. 

Would you tell me just what you mean by art for 
the glory of God? 

I mean art that isn’t first of all produced to evange- 
lize, to entertain, to raise money for God’s work. Of 
course I don’t mean art-for-art’s-sake either. Instead, 
art that has the glory of God as its compelling pur- 
pose. It’s closely tied in with a Biblical concept of 
worship, where beauty and order are directed God- 
ward rather than man-ward. The very best that man 
can provide is pleasing to God, for it indicates that 
man is withholding nothing. Today we seem to 
approach worship from the standpoint of what will 
please the greatest number of people rather than what 
will please God. And so we sing ““He’s a-Wooin’ Me” 
in place of hymns of depth. We rationalize that a 
poorly trained choir is “so sincere.” 

But you're talking about something that would 
cost time and money. 

Yes, but so did Solomon’s Temple. And so did the 
pound of spikenard that Mary poured out upon 
Jesus. There were plenty of people to criticize that 
action, but Jesus was pleased when Mary gave her 
very best to him. 

END 


NEWS OF THE CAMPUS 
(Continued from back cover) 


Coast, writes of rich fellowship with students from 
the Seattle hospitals over a waffle supper. The Lord 
gave immediate rapport, even though most of the 
girls were strangers. 

@ Mr. & Mrs. Godfrey Buxton will be special guest leaders 
at the Michigan IVCF conference at Camp Barakel, June 10-17. 
For details consult the April issue of HIS. 
HIS PLACEMENT: 
Christian Boarding School, Ontario, staff in all 
grades. Languages, math, sci., Eng. Pref. if games, 
music or art offered. Write HIS, Box J-1. 
Grad. nurse with post-grad. operating room exp. to 
take charge of oper. room in 23-bed Ontario hos- 
pital. Write HIS, Box J-2. 
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Fisher, John J. 
Problem of Religious Knowledge 


p. 13 Feb. 
Jeeves, Malcolm 
I Know Jesus Christ p. 27 Dec. 
Samuel, Leith 
Getting Right with God__p. 5 May 
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Vaus, James A. 
Devils Also Believe 

White, Ernest 
Christian Life and the Unconscious 


p. 1 Feb. 55 


p. 14 Dec. 54 


IVCF PROGRAM 
Hunt, Gladys 
Inter-Varsity’s New Camp p.14 May 55 


Missionary Convention p. 18 Apr. 55 
Staff—1954-5 b. c., p. 32 Nov. 54 
Summer Camps p. 32 Apr. 55 
MEDICINE AND NURSING 
Turnbladh, Alice 

Man-Sized Job p. 16 Jan. 55 


White, Paul 
Man with the Twisted Face 


p- 3 Oct. 54 
MISSIONARY SERVICE 
Adeney, David H. 
How to Pray for Urbana b.c. Dec. 54 
After Urbana p. 32 Mar. 55 


Bentley-Taylor, David 
We Need This Kind of Missionary 


p. 5 Feb. 55 

Crossett, Margaret E. 

Our Capacity or God’s? p. 9 Jan. 55 
de Giustina, Maria Teresa 

Portrait of Grazia p. 22 June 55 
Enstrom, Juine M. 

Pueblo Encounter p.18 Jan. 55 
Glasser, Arthur F. 

Hastening Day p. 8 May 55 
Hardeman, Winifred 

India’s Kumbh Mela p. 7 Jan. 55 


Jauncey, James H. 
Missionary to Three Continents 
p. 19 Feb. 55 
Kyro, Fredda 
Teaching in Alaska 
Joseph, Kenny 
Here Am I, Send My Sister 
p.27 Jan. 55 


p. 9 Feb. 55 


Picture Story 

Missionary Convention 
Seth, Mary 

Looking-up-the-Road Man p.15 Nov. 54 
Sheldon, Christopher B. 

Go Abroad to Study 
Thompson, Robert N. 

Education for Christianity p.13 Jan. 55 
Turnbladh, Alice 

Man-Sized Job 
Unknown 

Incident in a Chinese Inn p. 4 Jan. 55 
Wallis, Ethel 

Bonus for Teachers 
White, Paul 

Man with the Twisted Face 

p. 3 Oct. 54 


p. 18 Apr. 55 


p.27 Mar. 55 


p.16 Jan. 55 


p.10 Jan. 55 


Withheld 


Priorities 


p. 7 Feb. 55 


MUSIC 
Bachman, Claudia Stewart 
Songs of Thanksgiving 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Custance, Arthur 
Memory, Storehouse of the Past 
p- 1 Oct. 54 


p.25 Nov. 54 


Jeeves, Malcolm 
I Know Jesus Christ 
Larson, Cedric 
Stress 
White, Ernest 
Christian Life and the Unconscious 
p- I Feb. 55 


p.27 Dec. 54 


p. 16 May 55 


SCIENCE 
Kulp, J. Laurence 
Does Nuclear Science Preclude 
Survival? p- 7 Nov. 54 
MacRae, Allan A. 
Dead Sea Scrolls 
SEASONAL 
Bachman, Claudia Stewart 
Songs of Thanksgiving 
Bayly, Joseph T. 
Easter Perspective 
Clarkson, E. Margaret 
The Son of God is Come f.c. 
Tharp, Dana Lou 
It is Morning 
Woods, C. Stacey 
Proud Thanksgiving 
TEACHING 
Kyro, Fredda 
Teaching in Alaska 
Thompson, Robert N. 
Education for Christianity p.13 Jan. 55 
Wallis, Ethel 
Bonus for Teachers 
THIS MORNING WITH GOD 


p. 22 Feb. 55 


p.25 Nov. 54 
b.c.. Apr. 55 
Dec. 54 
p.30 Apr. 55 


p. 11 Nov. 54 


p. 9 Feb. 55 


p-10 Jan. 55 


I Kings by Jeanne Axelson Nov. 54 
II Kings by Paul L. Byer Dec. 54 
Psalms by Mary Beaton Scattered 
Psalms by Dorothy Farmer June 55 
Proverbs by Marjorie Davis Mar. 55 


Ecclesiastes by Frederick Woodberry 
Apr. 55 
Song of Solomon by Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Haile Apr. 55 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah and 
Micah by Maurice Murphy 
May. June 55 
John 1-11 by Mrs. Francis R. Steele 


June 55 
John 12-21 by Paul E. Little June 55 
I Corinthians by Paul E. Little Jan. 55 


II Corinthians by Harriet Marsh Feb. 55 
Galatians by Charles E. Hummel 


Oct. 54 
I, II Thessalonians by George Ensworth 

Oct. 54 
I Peter by Barbara Boyd June 55 


I, II, III John by George Ensworth 
June 55 
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| Have you noticed how many Christian songs 


| have been showing up in the juke boxes lately? 


Yes, isn’t it wonderful. It’s just another way non- 


| Christians are hearing the gospel today. 


Let’s dodge that one for a moment. The thing that 
bothers me is that the world is getting a poor idea 
of Christian musical standards as a result. That 
hardly seems to glorify God. 

What do you mean, a poor idea? Isn’t it rather 
typical of what's being produced? 

Yes, I suppose so. I guess that’s what really 
bothers me—the fact that most of our contemporary 
Christian music is of the ““He’s a-Wooin’ Me”’ type, 
instead of being like—well, Bach’s St. Matthew’s 
Passion. And ‘‘He’s a-Wooin’ Me” just doesn’t 
glorify God, in my opinion. 

That’s the second time you've used that ‘‘doesn’t 
glorify God” statement, and I’m not going to let it 
pass. Last summer I attended a conference where 
Murph Meyers spoke, and I know he composed “‘He’s 
a-Wooin’ Me” for God’s glory. So I don’t like you to 
say that the song doesn’t glorify God. 

I didn’t mean that the composer’s motivation was 
wrong. I’m prepared to admit that his desire was 
God’s glory when he wrote it. But there’s a difference 
between motivation and results. 

Well, aren’t the results that people are hearing the 
gospel as the record is played over the air and in juke 
boxes? Isn’t that for God’s glory? 

Yes, if it’s really the gospel they hear, although 
there seems to be a lot of emotion and very little 
gospel in the ones I’ve heard. 

And those songs are used by Christians, too. Helps 
keep our kids from going out into the world. 

How? By bringing the lowest musical standards 
of the world into the Church? 

(Continued on page 38, column 1) 
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NEWS OF THE 


e With a visit to Oswego State (N.Y.) Teachers 
College, the 1vcr Team recently completed a year of 
assisting IVCF chapters in campus evangelism. During 
visits to more than 20 campuses from Colorado to 
New Hampshire, the Team held several hundred dis- 
cussions with non-Christian students in fraternities, 
sororitiés and dormitories, and assisted Christian 
students concerned with reaching these friends for 
Christ. On almost all campuses the Team found that 
many students have had little acquaintance with 
Biblical Christianity, but were open to examine the 
claims of Christ in informal Bible study groups. 
These groups, usually led by Ivcr students in the 
living units, continued in many places after the 
Team visit. While it is not known howmany students 
found Christ as a result of God’s working through 
the combined efforts of students, Team, and Ivcr 
staff, it is to God’s glory that the lives of many 
Christian and non-Christian students were changed 
through this ministry. 


® Campuses visited by the IVCF Team during the past 
year included Buffalo State Teachers, Cornell U., Duke U., 
Houghton, U. of lowa, Lafayette, U. of Mass., Michigan State, 
U. of Minnesota, U. of Missouri, U. of New Hampshire, North 
Carolina State, U. of North Carolina, U. of North Dakota, 
Northwestern U., Oberlin, Ohio State U., Oswego State 
Teachers, Pennsylvania State U., Rutgers, and U. of Wisconsin. 


e Between semesters, about 100 students and 
nurses in New York City held a “Squash” at the 
home of the George Ellisons on Riverside Drive. The 
purpose was to become acquainted with IvcF’s 
Hymns, and to provide Christian fellowship for 
commuter students who seldom have time to be 
together. A lively discussion developed around the 
question, ““Why is God unreal to us?” This meeting 
provided an excellent atmosphere for a witness to 
several non-Christians present. 

® NCF staffers Tressie Myers and Kay Schell met with 
about twenty-four graduate nurses from New York City and 


Upper New Jersey for an afternoon and evening of fellowship 
to consider how they might more effectively aid the student 


return postage guaranteed 


witness in the area's hospitals. Time was spent in Bible study, 
considering first of all God's desire for each individual, fol- 
lowed by a sharing of specific problems and how they should 
be met. The fellowship supper provided opportunity for getting 
acquainted and for further discussion of the relationship of the 
graduate to the student nurse. The evening concluded with a 
period of intercessory prayer for the needs of the area. 


e Students from several Christian colleges in the 
Chicago area met with several staff members for an 
informal week-end of fellowship at Elburn to talk 
over ways of increasing the effectiveness of FMF’s 
activities in their schools. 


@ An Easter vacation camp was held at Bear Trap Ranch 
for international and American students. David Adeney spoke. 
A sunrise service was held on Easter Sunday. 


e New York City area tvcF alumni will gather 
for their annual graduates’ banquet June 17. All 
grads in area are invited. Contact Charlotte Hannan, 
34-15—74th St., Jackson Heights 72, N. Y. 


® Christian families who live on farms in the vicinity of 
Glenwood (Minn.) recently entertained international students 
from Minneapolis-St. Paul colleges for a week-end. The 
group which also included IVCF students and alumni discussed 
"How can one know God?” on Saturday. Christian services 
were attended with hosts on Sunday. 


e The first 1vcF summer camps for international 
students will be held at Bear Trap Ranch near 
Colorado Springs July 4-10 and 10-16. Tours to 
points of interest, horseback riding, hiking, ping 
pong and other recreational activities are available. 
Evening programs of group participation and in- 
formal discussions about Jesus Christ are planned. 
Further details may be obtained from Paul E. Little, 
Box 1317, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 


@ Fallleadership camps will be held for |VCF-NCF students 
in the West Central Region September 2-10 near Bloomington 
(llL.) and a faculty conference will be held at Elburn (lll.) 
September 9-11. Further information may be secured from 
James Nyquist, Regional Secretary. 


e Verna Nickelson, ncF staff worker on the West 
(Continued on page 38, column 2) 








